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8 a Vindication of the Mare W con- 
tained in this Treatiſe may not be thought unneceſ- 
ſary, and yet would; break in too much upon the 
main Deſign, if inſerted in the Body of the Work ; the 
Author chuſes to gratify the Reader in that Article by Way 
of Introduction. 

The Propriety of ſymbolizing the Divine SPIRIT by 
expanded Wings, has not, that I know of, been yet diſputed. 
Our preſent buſineſs ſhall therefore principally regard, 
I, Pillars. 11. The Circle, 111. The Serpent. 

I. That the Setting up of Pillars was in the Original 
Uſe and Intention innocent and pious, will appear in the 
courſe of this Treatiſe from unqueſtionable Authority. 
This, I hope, will juſtify the Regard which I have for 
theſe Pieces of Antiquity ; for ſuch particularly as remain in 
theſe Kingdoms, and which, I have Reaſon to think, and 
ſhould be ſorry to find Myſelf miſtaken, were raiſed by 


Believers, and never deſecrated to idolatrous Purpoſes, For 


when the Romans introduced their Vanities, they brought 
with them the Uſe of covered Temples ; and on the Perver- 
fion of the Inhabitants, theſe oper Places in all Probability 
were entirely neglected, if not partly demoliſhed. They 


were to be deſtroyed in the Land of Canaan, becauſe they 
a had 
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had been abuſed there. But how far the Mraelites were 
forbidden to ſet up any more, will beſt appear from the 


Precept itſelf : Levi. xxvi. 1. Ye ſhall make you no 


Idols nor graven Images, neither ſhall you put up any 
“Image of Stone in your Land 70 bow down unto it, for I 
* am the Lord your Gop.” One need but read the Words 
to be convinced that Idolatry alone was here prohibited. 
And indeed but a little before, in Exod. xxiv. 4. we find 


Moſes himſelf building an Altar and twelve Pillars,” unto 


the true Gop. So likewiſe long after this Prohibition, we 
are told, 1 Sam. vii. 12. Samuel took a Stone and fat it 
<« up, and called the Name of it Ebenezer, ſaying, Hitherto 
* hath the Lord helped us.” And Verſe 12. There built 
es he an Altar unto the Lord ;” And Chap. x. 3. Thou 
« ſhalt come to the Plain of Tabor, and there ſhall meet 
« thee three Men going up to Gop to Bethel.” Here we 
find the very ſame open Temple, which the Patriarch Jacob 
had raiſed and conſecrated, reſorted to even in the Time of 
Samuel for religious Purpoſes; tho it is difficult to conceive 
how it ſhould have eſcaped the Abuſes of the degenerate 
Canaanites during the S#journing in Egypt, 

II. The Circle, I believe, will be allowed an appoſite 
Emblem of that Infinity which is applicable only to the 


Supreme Being. But I fay further (what has been very 


ſufficiently * proved) that the D\2w Shemim, the Body of 
the Sun, the Light thence iſſuing, and the Spirit or Air in 
perpetual Motion to and from it, were from the Beginning 


e Mr, Huichinſon's Works, paſſim. | 
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the great Natural Emblems of the Divine Perſons : that 
the Solar Body, before Writing, could not more properly 
be repreſented than by the Figure of a Circle: by which 
Means it became the Artificial or Secondary Emblem of the 
Firſt Perſon, and one ſo plain and inoffenſive, that it was 
ſcarce poſſibly to pervert it to the Uſes of Idolatry. A till 
further Purpoſe in the ſacred Uſe of this Figure will be 
found in the Work itſelf. It was the only Means which 
they could deviſe of expreſſing that Irradiation of Glory by 
which the fir/? Place of public Worſhip after the Expul- 
fion from Paradiſe had been ſet apart and conſecrated to the 
ſolemn Service of the Divinity, What concerns the Se- 
raph, may require a fuller Diſcuſſion ; as one Species of the 
Serpentine Kind was inſtrumental in the Fall of Man, and 
a Curſe was then denounced againſt it. For upon this 
Conſideration, if I miſtake not, all imaginable Objections 
to be formed againſt it muſt be chiefly founded. 
III. This Serpent was the Symbol of Light and Wiſdom, 
of Life and Health, amongſt the Eaſtern Nations, the 
Indians, Perſians, Babylonians, Phenicians, Egyptians, Gre- 
cians, and, if we may believe Joſeph Acofta, even amongſt 
the Peruvians ; and was thence in religious Matters applied 
to Him, whom they diſtinguiſhed as te Divine Light; the 
Wiſdom of Gop; the Giver of Life, and the Saviour of 
Mankind. To this, ſeveral Cauſes might concur ; as, the 
annual Renovation of its Youth and Beauty; its Sinuoſity, 
which enabled it to put on various Forms; the Acuteneſs 
of Viſion, and the extraordinary Sagacity aſcribed to it ; 
a 2 its 
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its Color, which is that of vivid Flame or burniſhed Braſs ; 


and the Names which it bore. | 
Its Name of FW Seraph particularly is ſo expreſſive of 


that Blaze of Brightneſs which it ſeemed to furniſh when 


reflecting the Splendor of the Sun-Beams ; that it has been 
transferred to a ſuperior Order of Angels, and is once made 


Ulſe of to denote even the glorious Ap f %! of the 


Cherubim. 

Another Name of it d& Chevia or Chuia (tho' not found 
in the © Bible, yet preſerved in the Syriac and Chaldee Mr. 
Hutchinſon has * obſerved to have a near Affinity with that 
which the firſt Man gave to the Mother of Mankind, He 
lays that © MN Chevah is a Root of itſelf and has no Rela- 


„tion to n. The Verb fignifies, o declare, publiſh, 


e bring the News of. R. Pag. Bux. Lex. 70 reveal or bring 
* to light hidden Things by declaring, publiſhing, &c. A 
«* Subſtantive, it is, The Revealer, The Bringer of hidden 
« Things to Light. Boder. Chald. Syr, N — alſo xn is 
« the ſame as vn the Serpent KN the ſame, &.” But with 
Submiſſion to ſo great an Authority i in a Caſe of this Nature, 
I ſhould imagine that” it might have ſome Reſpect to dy 
too; for the Reaſon given by the ſacred Penman, who ſays, 


that Adam called his Wife's Name Mn Chevah, . 


« She was the Mother * of All wats bo 


8 Iaiak vi. The Chaldee of Dariel 8 where it is uſed for all 
living Creatures of the beſtial Kind, * Hutchinſon's Works, Vol. iii. 


p. 199. 
The 
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Fhe fame learned Perfon has given us from K:rcher' a 
Fragment written in the Phænician Tongue, which bas the 
ſame Word (Cbuia) for this Serpent, withy an Eye to both 


theſe Meanings, and explains the entire Figure of - Abing.> 


ec Jupiter, ſays the Fragment, is a feigned Sphere ;- from 
ce it is produced a Serpent: The Sphere ſhews the Davine- 
« NATURE to be without Beginning or End; the Serpent 
« his Won, which animates the World, and makes it pro. 


« lific; his Wings, the Spikir of Gop, that by its Motion 
gives Life to the whole Mundane Syſtem.” 


But the great Reaſon (for this includes the Reaſon: of the 


Name alſo) why they conſidered it as an Emblem of: the 
Solar Light, and ſo as a ſubſtituted one of the Second Per- 


ſon, was, its extreme Brightneſs and Radiancy, and! the 
very glorious Appearance which it made. For it was the 
Serpent of the fiery-flying Species; the ſame: Sort that We 


read of in Iaiah, xxx. 6. and which afflicted the Mruelites 


in the Wilderneſs, the Image of one of which was lifted: 
up by Moſes And how far that Serpentine Figure was an 
Emblem of the Divine Light ſhall be next conſidered. 
Numbers xxi. 6th, 8th, and gth: Verſes: © And the 
« Lord ſent fiery. Serpents among the People. And the- 
Lord faid unto Moſes, make Thee a fiery Serpent and ſet it 
e upon a Pole; and it ſhall come to pals, that. Every one 
« that is bitten, when he lanberb upon it, ſhall live, Aud 
« Moſes made a Serpent of Braſs,” &c. The looking unte 
this Figure was to give Health and Salvation to the offending, 
| * Vol. ii. p. 161. | 
| Iſraelites. 


vi. INTRODUCTION. 
Hraelites. And we expect Salvation only by looking unto 
e Ixsus, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, who, for 
the Joy that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs,” 
Heb. xii. 2. But let us ſee what the antient Jews, before 
our Saviour, thought of it; how CHRIST himſelf applied 
it; how the Commentators underſtand ſuch Application. 
The Opinion of the ancient Fews may be ſeen in the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, xvi. 5, 6, 7. For when the horrible 
« Fierceneſs of Beaſts came upon theſe and they periſhed 
ce with the Stings of crooked Serpents, thy Wrath endured 
< not forever. But they were troubled for a ſmall Seaſon, 
*© that they might be admoniſhed, having a Sign of Salva- 
e tion to put them in Remembrance of the Commandment 
e of thy Law. For he that turned himſelf towards it, was 
© not ſaved by the Things that he ſaw, but by Tres that art 
« the Saviour or ALL.” Is not This the very Senſe and 
Language of the Apoſtle? They were not ſaved by looking 
up unto the Serpent, as /uch, but by looking up unto Jesvs 
(in that Symbol) who endured the Croſs, | 
FJobn iii. 14, 15. As Moſes lifted up the Serpent in the 
« Wilderneſs, even ſo Ruſt the Son of Man be lifted up; that 
« Whoſoever believeth in Him ſhould not periſh but have 
_ * everlaſting Life.” The Words are of themſelves plain 
and deciſive. But let us hear the Commentators. HR 
R. Foſhua ſays, Deum dediſſe populo ſuo ſuſpenſum pro 
Capite : Upon theſe Words L. Capellus obſerves, that he 
means the Meſſiah, qui Serpentis ænei ſuſpenſi typo adumbra- 
tus fuit, Voluit a Moſe et Aarone attolli atque ſuſpendi ſer- 


pentem 
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pentem æneum, typum Meſſiæ futuri Capitis Eccles.” 80 
Aynſfworth : Figura erat hac CuRISTI cruciſæi. Per Ser- 
pentis Aſpeftum Fides fignificatur. So Lightfoot : Serpens 
Eneus ſuper perticam elevatus eft, ut CaRISTUS ſuper crucem. 
Ut ſolo aſpettu Serpentis ænei ſanati | ſunt-Iſraelitz, itu Nos 
Aſpectu Fidei, Of the fame Opinion are Grotius, Luras 
Brugenfis, and all the Commentators that I have met with to a 
Man. I ſhall mention only One more, Bocharts Hierozdicon, 
part. ii. lib. iii. cap. 13. Serpens bic æneus CHRISTUM adm... / 
 / bravit. 1. Serpens ille ſerpentis figuram habuit, non venenum 
Cukisrus imilitudinem habuit carnis peccati, non peccatum. 
2. ÆAneus erat, non aureus: ita in CnhRIsTO nec forma nec 
decor. 3. As firmitate ſud robur divinum CHRIST I fignavit. 
But Mr. * Hutchinſon goes much further, and is of Opinion 
that © in it the Preſence, in the Manner it was in the Cheru- 
eim, reſided ; becauſe it cured all who were bitten by 
e thoſe Serpents and looked upon it, as the real Preſence does 
e thoſe who: look af CuRIsT upon the Croſs, Burt. Hi. 
« Arc. Fed. p. 459. The Hiſtory is very remarkable and 
© famous, whether we reflect on the Greatneſs of the Mira-+ 
* cle, or the profound Myſtery contained in it.” And Vol. 
iv. p. 313. *© Jaiah chap. vi. makes uſe of this Name with 


B e the ſame Repreſentation as the Cherubim had; which 
F connects the Seraph, the Emblem hung up in the Wilder- 
73 e neſs, which cured thoſe who were bit and would ho at it, 


IAA 


and the Seraph CurisT, who as All Men have been 
bitten, cures every one who would look at Him upon the 


Vol. vii. p. 376. 


« Croſs.” 
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Croſs. Whatever may be thought of this Notion (of 
che Preſence reſident in the Emblem) 'tis very probable that 
the Maelites theraſelves entertained the ſame: fince 5 we find 
them burning Incenſe to it even in the Days of Hezekiah. 
As for the ſuppoſed Impropriety of it on Account of the 
Curſe denounced againſt the Serpent at the Fall, it is ſufficient 
to obſerve, that CurIsT redeemed us from the Curſe of 
© the Law, being made a Cur/e for us; for it is written, 
curſed is lens | tha . on a Tree,” | Gala. iii. 
13. 

But t to aake off doth Abele of an Objectien to the 
Proptiety of this Symbol: Be it remembered once again for 
all, that it had no Concern in the Fall of Man; that it is 

not of the ſame Species with that, of which it was ſaid Lyon 
thy Belly ſhalt thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou eat all the Days of 
thy Life; but the FW wr Naceſh Seraph, the flaming or 
feery-flying Serpent; and was therefore conſidered as a fit 
Emblem of Light and Life : whereas the ancient Emblem 
of Death was, the creeping Serpent biting the Heel of the 

As ſome well-meaning Perſons have conceived a Diſtaſte 
for theſe Pieces of Antiquity, and have haſtily pronounced 
them the Remnants of Idolatry and the Diſhonors of hu- 
man Nature; it behoved me to pay this Deference to the 
tender Conſcience, and to obviate the Prejudices of intempe- 
rate Zeal. Upon the whole then, the Reader will confider, 
that the Figures here delineated were Emblems, not Objects 
Ex 2 Kings xviii. 4. | 
2 Fe - of 
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of Worſhip; and only anſwered the End of an Inſcription, - 
before the Uſe of Letters: 


Nondum Flumineas Memphis contexere biblos - 
Noverat; et ſaxis tantum Volucreſque, Fereque, 
Sculptaque Ye. magicas Animalia linguas. 


Lucan, 
that the Stone which farmed them, were but the conſtituent 
Parts of a ſacred Edifice; and no Man adores the Temple, 
but the Divinity ſuppoſed to inhabit there. The moſt 
bigotted Chri/tian of any Denomination was never yet 
accuſed of worſhiping a Church, tho" erected in the F 
of a Croſs. 

I have only to add, that, Ga as Publication 1 the firſt 
Edition, I have met with nothing which can induce me to 
change my Sentiments on this Head; but, on the con- 
trary, with abundant Reaſon, as the attentive Reader will 
find by the Additions, to confirm me in dhe aaf ar 
| n in this . | , 


"DRE AT A 
Introd. Pag. ii. lin. 11. for ſat read ſet . 


Pag. 3. lin. 25. Jer him read them 
22. 6. _ mow 


70. Note f. avarjion — avraryom. 


The Argument. 


THE Objection founded on the ſuppoſed Novelty of Chriſtianity 0, 
no Force. Chriſtianity the Oxk Religion. The high Antiquity ana 
Univerſality of Sacrificing. Purification by Water, Penitence, Invo- 
cation in the Name Jenovan, &c. exemplified in the Practice of the 
Patriarchs. The NAME JEHovan explained. The original T emples. 
T heir uſual Figures emblematical. The Patriarchal Religion planted in 
Aſia, Africa, and Europe. Petræ Ambroſiz : Living Stones: 
Ambroſiæ: Ambres : Pillars of Hercules. Medals from Vaillant 

explained by Dr. Stukely. Chronology of the Tyrian Hercules ſet- 
zled. His Country. Religion of the Canaanites and Arabians at that 
Time. Caſſiterides. Antiquity of the Mariners Compaſs : Paſſage 
from - Scripture relating to it: and from Homer, Foolſteps of an 
Oriental Colony in Britain. Altar and Inſcription to the Tyrian Her- 
_ cules. Plan of it: more ancient than Dr. Todd imagines : by whom 
Founded: explained. Patriarchal Temples in the Britiſh Hands: laid 
out by the Eaſtern Cubit. Dr. Stukely's Tradis upon this Subject 
bave done great Honor to his Country and Himſelf. Plan and Deſcrip- 
tion of ABIR Y: the Name explained: Romantic Situation. Silbury- 
Hill deſcribed. Plan and Deſcription of STONEHENGE : with its 
Avenues : and Hippodrome. Barrows: diſtinguiſhed : meaning of 
the Word Cklr. MisLETOE. STONEHENGE mot a Monument : 
Its fine Situation. CHoix-GAux explained. Eaſtern Capiki origi- 
nally the ſame with the Britiſh ABiri. Cadmilus, Hermes, Mer- 

cury and Canaan one and the ſame Perſon : the Phoenician Arms: 
- bis Caduceus delineated: Its Emblems: explained from Horace, 
Virgil, Homer, &c. The ſame Figures on the Bembin Table. 
Human Sacrifices-imputed to the Druids the great Druidical Principle . 
Druids miſrepreſented : defended : human Sacrifices imputed to the 
Chriſtians: for the ſame Reaſon. Britiſh Druids leaſt corrupted: 


eafily converted, Doctrine of the Patriarchs and Druids the ſame. 
Concluſion, | | ks 


AN 


E N QU IR Y 


INTO THE 


PATRIARCHAL and Dxrvipicar 
RELIGION, TEMPLE 8, &c. 


sIR. 


VER ſince the Publication of the Goſpel by 7 esus 

| CuR1sT and his Apoſtles, loud and general has beer, 
the Outcry of the Free-thinkers againſt the Religion con- 
tained therein, as a Doctrine unknown to their Anceſtors, 


a late and novelle Inſtitution : And that it would have been f 


more agreeable to the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs to 
have given to Mankind One certain and invariable Rule of 
Salvation from the Beginning. Theſe Gentlemen are ever 
boaſting the Superiority of their own Reaſon, and full of 
their Pretenſions to Philoſophy and polite Learning: 

Whereas a ſhort Enquiry will make it evident that the 
ſame Ignorance, which 'in other Diſpoſitions hath given 
Birth to Superſtition, hath alſo laid the Foundation of In 
delity in theſe. 

The Covenant for the OR and Happiel of 
| Mankind was made even from the Beginning; and Jxsus 
B | | CuRIST, 
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CuRISTH, tbe ſame yeſterday, to- day, and for ever, is the 


Lamb flain from the Foundation of the World. The Means 
of Reconciliation and Salvation through Him were revealed 


to the firſt Man immediately after his Tranſgreſſion. That 


our firſt Parents underſtood in what Senſe the Seed of the 
Woman was to bruiſe the Serpent's Head, cannot be doubted. 
That Gop was therefore pleaſed to make Himſelf known 
to them by his comfortable Name of d Aleim, by 
which the ever-ſacred Perſans of the Deity were ſignified as 
Covenantors or Confederators, engaged in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner for the Satisfaction of Divine Juſtice and the Re- 
demption of Mankind; that they were viſibly repreſented 


in the Cherubim accordingly with the Man taken into the 


God-head for that Purpoſe, and ſurrounded by an Irradia- 
tion of Fire or Flame (made the Emblem of Divinity ever 


ſince) by which the Object of true Worſhip and the Way to 


everlaſiing Life were ſhewn; are Points with which you are 


well acquainted, which therefore to explain further would 


be unneceſſary, and excede the Limits preſcribed to myſelf 


in theſe Letters, and which Mr. Hutchinſon has alnay 


diſcuſſed to much Satisfaction. 
The high Antiquity and Univerſality of 188 be- 
ſpeak it originally a Divine Inſtitution. There is great 


Probability that the clothing of our firſt Parents * conſiſted of 
the Skins of Beaſts ſacrificed by Adam in the Interval be- 


tween his Offence and Expulſion from Paradiſe. The utter 


Impoſflibility that there ſhould be any Virtue or Efficacy in the 


Gen. iii. 21. | 
Thing 


. 


„ 
Thing itſelf, ſhews plainly that it had Reſpect to, and bor- 


.rowed all its Merit from, that One only ſufficient Sacrifice, 


Oblation, and Satisfaction, which was to be made in Time 
for the Sins of the whole World, and which thoſe who 
brought the Sacrifice Were ſufficiently acquainted with the 
Nature of. 

For it cannot be 8 but that * Gor himſelf taught 


_ thoſe Perſons he was pleaſed to converſe with, what Sacri- 


fices He would have offered, what religious Ceremonies they 
ſhould uſe, and how they ſhould order themſelves in his 
Worſhip. We do not indeed meet with any of Gop's ex- 
preſs Orders in theſe Matters before the Flood, for the Hiſ- 
tory is very ſhort: After the Flood we have a great many : 
But the very Nature of the Worſhip that was in Uſe does 
ſufficiently evidence, that it came into Uſe from Divine Ap- 
pointment, and was not invented by the Wit of Man. 
Sacrifices were offered from the Fall of Adam: Cain and 
Abel, we are ſure, uſed them: And the Method of 
worſhiping by Sacrifices does in no wiſe appear. to be an hu- 
man Contrivance, invented by the natural Light or com- 
mon Reaſon of Men. If Gop had never appeared to the 
firſt Man at all, Reaſon alone, if rightly uſed, would have 
induced them to think that there was a Gop, and that they 
were obliged to live in his Fear a virtuous Life ; and it 
might have led him to have prayed to Him in their Wants, 
and to have praiſed and adored him for his Favours: But I 
cannot ſec upon what Thread or Train of Thinking they 


b MI Connection, vol. i. p. 38, 9. | 
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| 3 poſſibly be led to make Atonement Br their Sins, or 
Acknowledgments for, the Divine Favours, by the Obla- | 
tions. or Expiations of any Sorts of Sacrifice. It is muc 
more reaſonable to think that Gop himſelf appointed this 
Worſhip. All Nations in the World have uſed it. They 
that were ſo happy as to walk with Gor, were inſtructed 
in it from Age to Age: The reſt of Mankind, who had 
cauſed Gop to turn his Face from them, and to leave them 
to Themſelves, continued the Method of Worſhip they had 
jj . 1 before learned, and ſo ſacrificed: But They invented in Time 
i new Rites and new Sacrifices, according to their Humours 
and Fancies, and by Degrees departed from the true Wes, 
| and at length from the true Gop.” 
Of this moſt ſolemn Act of Religion © we find, 7 the 
Practice of the Patriarchs, that Penitence and Purification 
by Water were neceſſary Attendants. Nor was an Invoca- 
tion in * the Name Jenovan, the great Propitiator, at this 
Time wanting. 

The Practice of theſe public Offices of Religion includes 
the Obſervance of one Day in Seven *, made holy by the 
Creator from the Beginning; the Uſe of Alars, and the ear- 
ly Foundation of Temples. 

With Reſpect to the Fir/t of Theſe, the Inſtitution of | 
an Holy Seventh Day ; I ſhall at preſent only take Notice 
that it was the particular ſtated Day of the Chriſtian Sabbath. 
It appears from the Original Account of it, that the Work. 
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Gen. xxxv. 2, 3. Gen. Ty 26. The literal Tranſition of the Original 
is, Tunc cæptum eft 25 invocandum in Nomine Jehovah. Gen ii. 3. 
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on ) | 
of Creation took up fix Days, or a Space of Time 1 
lent, and that the laſt created Being was Man; who was 
therefore probably formed on the Evening of the Sixth Day. 


That which immediately ſucceeded was the Fir of Adam's 
Life, as well as the Firſt Sabbath. It was the Firſt Day of his 


Firſt Week and Month and Year, 7. e. the Firſt in Man's 
Account of Time. On the Expiration of this Firſt Sab- 
bath, He began to number his ſecular Days, till he had told 
Six. The next was again his Holy Seventh, yet the Firſt 
Day of his Second Week ; for his Weeks were aſcertained 
by the Return of Sabbaths. Thus obtained it in all ordinary 
and civil Computations to be the Fir/t Day of the Week, at 
the ſame Time that it was diſtinguiſhed, with a Retroſpe&t 
to the Work of Creation, as an holy Seventh Day. And re- 
markable it is, that the moſt Ancient of the Heathen Wri- 
ters, * while they ſpeak of it as ſuch, have rendered the 
very ſame Reaſon for it, which the Jeuiſb Legiſlator 
had before given; namely, that on it all Things were 
ended or compleated.” In what manner and for what 
Reaſons another Day came to be appointed to the Iaelites 
on their Departure from Egypt, is not ſo properly a Part of 
our Subject, and may be diſcuſſed hereafter. 
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Aalener f leg Bag. Heſiod. 
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Vide Clem. Alex. Stromat. Lib. v. p. 560. et Poli 98 ad Gen. ii. 
h Gen. ch. ii. ver. 2. 
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(6) | 
As to the ſecond of theſe Articles, the Uſe of Altars ; it 
is ſufficiently implied in the great Duty of Sacrificing. 
Accordingly, we read that Noah, by whom the true 


_ » Worſhip was preſerved, immediately after the Flood buzlded 
an Altar unto JEnovan, and took of every clean Beaſt and of 


every clean Fowl and offered Burnt-Offerings on the Altar. 


So Abram * builded an Altar unto JEHovan, who appeared 


unto him. Again, the ſame Father of the Faithful builded 
an Altar unto JEHOVAH and invoked in the NAME JEHOvan. 


Unto the ſame Place of the Altar, which he had made 
there at the firſt, went he again on his Return from Egypt *, 
and there invoked in the Name JEHOVAEH. $So likewiſe n 
Jaac builded an Altar and invoked in the NAME JEHOVAH. 

By the MM Q& Shem Jebovab, or NAME JeHovan, was 
underſtood the Mess1an, the Anointed of the Lord, the 
One MEDIATOR between Gop and Man; the Purifier, who 
tateth away the Sins of the World; the ANGeLic KING o; 
the REDEEMING ANGEL; the ANGEL oF THE FACE or 


Preſence ; the ANGEL or THE CoveENANT; the Leader and 


Conductor of the Mraelites, and * CAPTAIN oF THE HosT 
oF THE LoRD; of whom it is ſaid, * Behold I ſend THE 
ANGEL before thee — Beware of him and obey his Voice, pro- 
woke bim not; for He will not pardon your Tranſgreſſions : 
for my Nams is in him, Therefore is the Ark of Gop * 
called the Ark at which the Name was invoked, the NAME 
J=novan TsEBAOTH hat dwelleth between the Cherubim. 


i Gen. viii. 20. * Gen. xii. 7. Gen. xii. 8. Gen. xiii, 4. Gen. xxvi. 
86. Gen. xlviii. 16. 7 Joſh. v. 4 Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. 2 Sam. vi. 2. 


Thus 


= 


„ 

Thus the Neceſſity of a MgpiaTor between Gop and 
Man, was a general Notion which obtained among all 
Mankind from the Beginning; a Tradition ariſing from the 
Promiſe of Gop (Gen. iii. 15.) and confirmed by Man's ge- 
neral Conſciouſneſs of his own Infirmities and Sin, and his 


Want therefore of ſome Perſon to interpoſe and reconcile fo 


frail a Creature to a Gop of infinite Purity *. 
Their other Tenets relating to the Flood, the Reſurrec- 


tion of the Body, the general Judgment and Conflagration, 


ſhall be ſpoken to, when We come to ſum up the Argu- 
ment. 5 

Nor was the Religion of theſe Times confined to Matters 
of Faith or Ceremony; nor were Men left to form to Them- 
ſelves a Syſtem of Morality from the Deductions of their 
own abuſed and vitiated Reaſon, and as beſt might ſuit their 
wayward Fancies: But the fame indulgent Being, which 
gave them the Means of Reconciliation, which provided 
Redemption for them, and foretold the Circumſtances of 
it, declaring the End from the Beginning and from Ancient 


Times the Things that are not yet done, planned alſo and 
pointed out diſtinctly the Path to walk in. Hence the 
* Inſtitution of Marriage 


« 


The Duty of Submiſſion of 
Wives, Thy Defire fhall be to thy Huſband and he ſhall rule 
over thee — The Command of Aſſiduity, Diligence, and In- 


duſtry, In the Sweat of thy Brows thou ſhall eat Bread; for 
this is not only aDenunciation, but a Command enforced by 


* Prideaux Connection, p. i. I. iii. p. 177. See Borlaſe's Antiquities of 
Cornwall, p. 56. Gen. i. 28, Gen. iii, 16, Ib. 19. 


a Promiſe, 


————— 


2 = l 2 
- * 2 . \ * — + 42 9 8 27 „ She 15, * 75 8 
AQ F CUE ace 7 3 SI , Oo . «> A: 7s 
2 we. i * - — A . : ** 2 N 
— 5 — 2 — — a * — . — 2 — 
— EX ” 1 —— x nega Co 2 wy 5 7 3 - 
, «abs N ey : - l 50 — 4 ” F F 
FOR * N 0 N — * — 
2 ey - 
y) b « 


— 82 


I . œ— ĩð Laan 


— Lear 


(8) 


Promiſe, and inculcates a neceſſary Dependence upon Go 
for the conſequential Succeſs — the Prohibition of Violence 


—and. whatever elſe may be comprehended under the gene- 
ral Terms of fearing Gov and departing from Evil. 
This Syſtem was given by Him, ? hen he made a Decree 
for the Rain and a Way for the Lightning of the Thunder, then 
did be ſee it and declare it, he prepared it, yea and ſearched it 
out: And unto Man he ſaid, Behold, the Fear of the Lord, this 
isWi ſdom, and to depart from Evil is Underſtanding. The Sen- 


timents of the learned and judicious Mr. Peters on this Paſſage 


of the Book of Job, are ſo curious, that the Reader will be 


pleaſed to ſee them entire, and in his own Words: Unto 


Man be ſaid —The Hebrew is va-jomer le Adam, which might 
be rendered as a proper Name: For it is plain from the Cir- 


cumſtance of Time, that Adam and no other can be 
meant. We have here, then, a Record of ſomething ſpoken 


by Gop to the Firſt Man, not to be met with in the Book of 


Geneſis. But whether ſpoken to him before, or after, his 
Fall, is not ſo eaſy to determine. If after the Fall, the 
Words carry with them a Reproof, as well as an Inſtruc- 


tion highly ſeaſonable, and ſuited to the Circumſtances of 
our unhappy Progenitor. As if Gop had ſaid to Him, 
« You, who in Defiance of the Prohibition I had given 
t Vou, have been ſeeking after another Sort of Wiſdom and 


% Knowledge than was proper for You; go, learn from 
e ſure Experience, eee trucſt Wiſdom is to fear Me, 


= Gen. iv. 11. y tn XXViii, 26, 27, 28. ® Peters on Job, p. 456, & ſeq. 
and 


49) 2 
* and to pay an abſolute Obedience to my Commands.” = 
Here we may. obſerve how aptly DeſtruQtion and Death are 


made, ver. 22. the Conveyers of this great Truth from Adam 


down through his Poſterity ; fince it was the Diſobedience 
of our firſt Parents that brought Death into the World; 
and every Inſtance of Mortality therefore would naturally 
recall to the Minds of Them and their Deſcendents, the 


Hiſtory of the Fall, and read them a new Leſſon of Obe- 
dience. — I might obſerve further, that if the Opinion of 


learned Men be well grounded, that there was neither Rain 
nor Thunder before the Sin and Fall of our firſt Parents ; 
then here is another Particular, which ſeems to ſhew that 


this Admonition to Adam muſt be given after the Fall: For 


Gon is ſaid to give it, when he made a Decree for the Rain 
and a Way for the Lightning "of the Thunder. And if he 
was pleaſed at the ſame Time to accompany it with a Diſ- 
play of his Thunder in all its Terrors, and this was the 
firſt Time that Adam heard thoſe awful Sounds; what an 


Impreſſion muſt it make upon his Heart? And how could 
he chuſe but remember it himſelf, and tranſmit it with Care 


to his Poſterity ? And. we have ſome Reaſon to think that 


this might be the Caſe, as the Law was afterwards delivered 


from Mount Sinai with the ſame Solemnity. 


“Though this Admonition' to Adam be here e in 
very general Terms, 70 Fear Gop and to Depart from Evil; 


there is Reaſon to believe that Gop was pleaſed to give him 
at the ſame Time a more diſtinct Account of the Particulars 


of his Duty. — This ſeems plainly intimated in theſe Words, 


2 N TDben 
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Then did Gop ſee it and declare it, be prepared it, yea and 
* ſearched it out, Then did Gop ſee and declare — What? 
Wiſdom (no doubt,) the great Subject of Enquiry through- 
out this Chapter; But not his own Wiſdom ſurely; this he 
ſaw and knew perfectly, and it was the fame from all Eter- 
nity ; but the Wiſdom proper for Man, and which he now 
communicated to him, declared or numbered, eſtabliſhed 
and defined it. Thus the Hebrew Words je/apparah, heci- 
nah, vegam chakarah may be rendered. Terms which ſeem 
to imply a full and elaborate Syſtem of Religion and Mora- 
lity, but ſummed up in the following Words, that The Fear 


of the LoxD is Wi dom; and to depart from Evil is Under- 
flanding.” 


All this agrees perfectly well with the Bleſſing of the 
ALMIGHTY given to Iſaac for his Father's Sake, and the 
Reaſon 'on which it was founded, * Becauſe that Abraham 
= obeyed his Voice, and kept bis Charge, His (ens, 15 

Statutes, and his Laws. 

From all which it is evident that the Patriarchs were ac- 
quainted with the trite Nature of their Duty, as well as of 
the Deity, and the Means of their own Redemption ; that 
Jesus CHRIST is the Alpha and Omega, and the Chriſtian 
Scheme the One Religion given to Mankind, the fi, and the 
laft : For in the Law delivered to the Tf-aclites (of which I 
mean not to treat at preſent) there was not a fingle Ceremo- 
nial but what bore Reference in ſome * to the Divine 
Author of our Salvation. 


? Gen, xxvi. 45 LY 


To 


(11) 
To proceed. Where theſe Altars were placed, there was 
ſaid to be in thoſe early Ages of the World an Houſe or 
Temple of IE HñOVAn, which was moſtly upon Eminencies 
and always uncovered. Where they could be had, Upright 
Stones were erected near them. This in Scripture is called 
Setting up a Pillar; nor was it done without a particular 
Form of Conſecration. The Behaviour of NY will ex- 
plain the Whole. 
Aud Jacob roſe up — in the Morning, "and todh the 
Stone that he had put for his Pillow, and ſet it up for a Pil. 
lar, and poured Oil upon the Top of it. And he called the 
Name of that Place Bethel, or the Houſe of Gop. And 
Jacob vowed a Vow, ſaying, If Gor will be with me and 
vill keep me in this Way that I go, and will give me Bread to 
eat and Raiment to put on; ſo that I come again to my Fa- 
ther's Houſe in Peace, then ſhall the Lord be my GoD. And 
this Stone, which J have ſet for a Pillar, ſhall be God's Houſe : 
And of all that thou ſhalt give me, J will ſurely give the 
Tenth wnto thee. In Conſequence of this he © built there an 
Altar, and called the Place El-Beth-El; and ſet up a Pillar 
in the Place where Gop talked with him, even a Pillar of 
Stone: And be poured a Drink-Offering thereon, and be 
poured Oil thereon. And Jacob calledthe Name of the Place 
Bethel. Here was a Temple with Conſecration and Endow- 
ment; to which undoubtedly were made many Additions, as 


Gen. xxviii. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. © Gen. xxxv. 7, 14, 15+ | 
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( i2 ) 
it became very famous : For hence was the Name Beth ia 
given afterwards to ſuch-like Temples. 

So likewiſe are we told that Moſes roſe up early in the 
Morning, and builded an Altar under the Hill, and twelve 
Pillars. : 

The entire Work of theſe ſacred Eminencies was ſar- 
rounded at a convenient Diſtance by a Mound or Trench, 
thrown up in Order to prevent the profane Intruſion of the 
People; agreeably to the Caution given, Thou ſhalt ſer 
Bounds unto the People round about, ſaying, take Heed to 
Yourſelves, that ye go not up into the Mount or touch the Bor- 
der of it, and to the Anſwer afterwards returned, when 
Meoſes s ſaid unto the Lord, The People cannot come up to 
Mount Sinai; for Thou chargedj# us, ſaying, ſet Bounds 
about the Mount and ſanctify it. 

At other Times the Altars were nclbfed by Groves of 


Trees. Thus Abraham is ſaid to have planted à Grove in 


Beerſheba, and to have invoked there in the NAME Jeno- 


VAH. 
As the Divine Preſence, -nbabiting the Cherubim on the 


Eaſt of Paradiſe, was ſignified by that Irradiation of Glory, 


which in our Tranſlation is called a flaming Sword turning 


every Way, and which directed Mankind in the firſt Ages 
to the Place and Object of Religious Worſhip: So theſe 


Groves and Stones were made to ſurround the Altars in cir- 


cular Order, as beſt expreſſive of the ſame radiation, and 


* Exod. xxiv. 4. * NNN) inferius, deorſum, on the Declivity of the 


Hill, * Exod. xix, 12. 5 Ibid, ) 23. Gen. xxi. 33 
diſtinguiſhing 


. | 
diſtingniſhing ſuch Places as ſet apart for the public Wor- 
ſhip of the fame Gop, who was ſuppoſed alſo to be there 
eſpecially preſent ; and whoſe Infinity was likewiſe by the 
ſame Figure acknowledged and intended. But where the 
Symbol, expreffive of the Divinity, was complex; then the 
Circle was particularly applied to diſtinguiſh the Perſon of 
the Father, being the figure of the Solar Body which was 
conſidered as his Great Natural Emblem. 

Furthermore; Theſe Groves conſiſted of Plantations of 
Oak. And Abram paſſed through the Land unto the Place 
of Sichem unto the (PX Alon, Quercus, Quercetum) Oak, or 
Oak Grove, of Moreh. And the Lord appeared unto Abram 
— And there builded he an Altar unto the Lord who appeared 
unto him. Moſes afterwards diſtinguiſhes the Place by the 
fame Noun made plural, * Befide the , Oaks of Moreh. 
This Tranſlation is juſtified by two Paſſages more. In the 
firſt "it is ſaid of Jacob, that being about to make a ſolemn 
| Dedication of Himſelf and his Houſehold to the Service of 
Gop, and having received of them all the ſtrange Gods that 
were in their Hand, and all the Ear-rings, that were in their 
Ears, he hid them under the Oak, or Oak Grove, which was 
by Shechem. ® So the Men of Shechem and the Houſe of 
Millo made Abimelech King by the Oak-Grove of the Pil- 
lar that was by Shechem, tranſlated i in the Margin of our Bi- 
bles, the Oak of the Pillar. 

Again, Abram dwelt in or among ſt the (Weed) Balõni 
(in Quercubus) Oaks of Mamre, in Hebron, and built there 


Gen. xii. 6, 7. Deuter. xi. 30. | Gen, v. 4. ® Judges ix. 6. 
Gen. xiii, 18, 5 | 


I an 


(14) 

an Altar unto the Lord. He dwelt by the Oaks of Mamre 
the Amorite. And the Lord appeared unto him among the 
Oaks of Mamre. Which Paſſages the LXX have rendered | 
by the Words Tegi 71 dev. | 

It is worthy our Obſervation that the ſame Word in the 
Hebrew dhe Alab, which ſignifies an Oath, ſignifies the 
Oak-Tree alſo ; which was therefore held in great Venera- 
tion, and eſteemed a ſacred Emblem of that Covenant in 
which the Divine Confederators had mutually engaged 
themſelves for the Redemption of Mankind: A Tree, 
which, for this Reaſon, was eſpecially reverenced at one Time 
or other by all Nations. : 

For the Patriarchal Religion was not confined to the 


Patriarchs and their Deſcendents, tho' it was preſerved pure 
through them, while moſt of the Nations fell into great 
Corruptions ; nor to the Land of Canaan in which they 


chiefly reſided. Great Part of Aa, Africa, the Continent 


of Europe, and the Britiſh Iſles, were no Strangers to the 


ſame Doctrine, and abound with Monuments of the ſame 
Worſhip. . 

4 «41 Janobiuse obſerves, that many of the Arabian 
Idols were no other than large rude Stones, the Worſhip 
e of which the Poſterity of 7/mael firſt introduced, To Us 


Gen. xiv. 13. *Gen. xviii. I, 
P Sacra Jovi Quercus. : ; Ovid. 


Habitæ Graiis oracula Quercus. Virgil. 
Tor g Awdwvlw © &r6 Gb, d e geo co 
Ex dg ue Ale Benlw imansoy. Hom. Od. xix. 


Univerſal Hiſtory, Vol. xviii. p. 387. | 
| « jt 


Fas), 

« jt ſeems moſt probable, that theſe Great Stones were the 
« firſt public Places of Divine Worſhip amongſt the Arabs, 
on which they poured Wine and Oil, as Jacob did upon 
<« the Stones that ſerved him for a Pillow, when he ſaw 
© his Viſion. Afterwards they might worſhip theſe Stones 
« themſelves, as the Phenicians in all Probability did.” 
Certain it is, that in Proceſs of Time They were in moſt 
Places deſecrated to idolatrous and ſhameful Purpoſes. The 
degenerate Canaanites particularly had, before the Arrival 
of the Iſraelites in their Country after the Exodus from 

Egypt, introduced into them the Worſhip of Graven Images. 
For this Reaſon Gop commanded his People, when they 
ſhould enter into that Land, to * deſtroy their Altars, break 
tbeir Pillars, cut down their Groves, * and burn their Graven 
Images with Fire: And was then pleaſed to ordain a covered 
Tabernacle for his peculiar Worſhip ; a Tabernacle covered 
with the Skins of the Sacrifices, and emblematical of Him 
| who was one Day to be covered with the Infirmities of hu- 
man Fleſh, and offered up for the Sins of Mankind, 

The Tomb of Zebulon in Pbænicia, as it is called by 
Travellers, conſiſting of two Pillars at the Diſtance of Ten 
Feet one from the other, can be only Two of theſe anointed 
or conſecrated Pillars. 

&« ? Melcarthus, or the Tyrian Hercules, is ſaid to have 
© ordered Tyre to be built where the Petræ Ambraſiæ ſtood, 
* which were two moveable Rocks ſtanding by an Olive Tree, 


* Exod. xxxiv. 13. Deut. vii. 5. * Sandys Travels. 
? Stukely's Stonehenge, p. so. Y Nonni Dionyfiac, 40, 41. 


9 
He was to facrifice on them, and they were to become 
ce fixt and ſtable; rather the City ſhould be built with 
* happy Auſpice and become permanent.” 

* Theſe Petræ Ambroſiæ (made moveable by a Contr- 
vance hereafter to be explained) were no other than Stones 
conſecrated or anointed with Oil (of 7 Roſes, where it 
could be had) and for their Mobility were termed by the 
Greek Aida ewhuxu, or living Stones. 

Hence Ambres are anointed Stones. They were the 


Original Patriarchal Altars for Libations and Sacrifices, and 


«© mean in general their Altars, whether moveable or immo- 
ce yeable ; or, as we may ſpeak, their Temples, which im- 
<« ply an Altar properly incloſed with Stones and a Ditch, 
** or Ground dedicated and ſet apart for public Celebration of 
< religious Rites.” | 

Dr. Stukely has given us from Vaillant Three Medals 
ſtruck by the City of Tyre in Honor of their illuſtrious 
Founder. In the firſt are repreſented Two Pillars, on the 


* Philo Bybl. This Oil of Roſes was the ancient Ambreſia, which, 
on account of its being uſed in Conſecration, is ſometimes called the Food of 
the Gods, and with it thEGods are ſaid to anoint themſelves. Hence every 
Thing immortal, celeſtial, divine, is termed by Homer, Ambraſſal. Tis 
celebrated by the Poets as the richeſt of all Perfumes ; 

Axef ale 5 Ain" inauw 
'AuCpociuw, Ad, m po of re heb. 
TS % xv Arte Tel) Xanzbalts do, 
Elarus is yolau Ts V 522100 iter" db ʃ | Iliad. E. 
Ambroſiæque comæ divinum vertice odorem 
Spiravere — Virg. 
* Stukely's Stonehenge, p. 50. 


one 
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one Side an Altar with Fire burning, on the other an Olive 
Tree: Underneath AMBROCIE nETPE: The Inſcription 


col. TYP. METR. In the ſecond Hercules ſacrificing on 


the Altar and two Pillars erected near. In the third, an 

Olive Tree between two Pillars, and an Altar underneath. 
Bauch then were the Pillars of Hercules, who led Colo- 
nies to Africa, Spain, and the Britiſh Iſles; and erected 
every where theſe ſtanding Monuments of Himſelf and the 
Patriarchal Religion which he planted. But concerning the 
Time in which he flouriſhed there is great Difference among 
Chronologers. * Sir Jaac Newton has laid the Foundation 
of Tyre no earlier than the Days of David. Herein corrected 
by Foſephus*, who places it 240 Years before the Building 
of Solomon's Temple. Biſhop Stilling fleet from Scaliger 
has ſet it ſomewhat higher, about the Time of Gideon, and 
about 65 Years before the Deſtruction of Troy. But even 
this is too low : Since we read of it as a ſtrong City in the 
Time of * Foſhua, The Tyrians themſelves, if we can be. 
lieve © Herodotus, reckoned. their City and Founder to be 
then 2300 Years old. But this makes them much elder 
than the Flood, If then we ſuppoſe the Tyrian Vanity to 
have added a Thouſand Years to their real Antiquity, or ſuch 
a Number extraordinary to have crept into the Copy of Hero- 
dotus through the Inadvertency of the Tranſcriber, neither of 
which 1s improbable, we thall come pretty near the Truth: 
And this will bring us to the Time of the Patriarch Jacob. 


2 Chronology of ancient Kingdoms amended. Antig. lib. viii. Orig. 
Sacr. p. 19. © Chap, xix. 29. Lib. ii. c. 43. . 
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This is the Age aſcribed to him by f Dr. Stutely, who ob- 


ſerves, that 5 Bochart makes a Diſtance of 2000 Years. be- 


| tween the later Roman Times and the firſt Hercules: which 
Computation, made from Conſtantine the Great, agrees per- 


fectly. This correſponds very exactly with Euſebius in his Chro- 


nicun, who has fixed the Victory of Hercules over Antæus 


at about 393 Years before the Deſtruction of Troy : and an- 


ſwers well enough to the Account given by Sanchoniathon, 
who makes our Hercules to have been the Son of Demaroon 


ſurnamed Zeus, who was the Son of Ouranus (or Noah) 
who was the Son of Elion or "Upiſtus : : And which renders 
him coæval with Abraham and TJaac. 

The Agyptian and Tyrian Hercules ſeem to have been 
the ſame Perſon, and ſome of the Curious in Matters of 
Antiquity have fetched him from Arabia. But if Tyre was 
originally © the Daughter of Sidon, as ſhe is called in 
Scripture, he was then a Canaanite or Pbænician. What 
was the Religion of theſe Countries at that Time will * 
appear. 

Of . the P het of this Faithful, we have this 


illuſtrious Teſtimony from Gop himſelf ; | T know him, that 


he will command his Children and his Houſhold after him, and 
they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord. The Faith of Jaac we 


are well acquainted with; That of J/mael and his other 


Children by Keturab this Paſſage aſſures; to whom * he 
gave Gifts, and ſent them away from Iſaac his Son (while be 


Stonehenge, p. 53. s In "PRONE ö See Univ, Hiſtory, Vol. xviii. p. 


203. Gen. xvili. 19. * Gen, xxv. 6. 
| | get 
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yet lived) eaſtward, unto the Eaft-Country, and where un- 
doubtedly they adored the Gop of their Father, and eſta- 
bliſhed his Worſhip. Arabia thus ſecured from Idolatry ; 
let us turn our View to the Inhabitants of Canaan including 
Phænicia. Here we find! Abimelech the King of the 

P̃'biliſtins believing in Gov, and favoured. with a Divine In- 
9 tercourſe, and pleading to the heavenly Viſion the Righte- 
ouſneſs of his Nation. Nay, „ Herodotus ſuppoſes the 
Phwenicians to have uſed Circumciſion. But if this be admitted, 
They muſt in a few Ages have become, weary of that Rite. 
However that be; the Philiſtins and Iſaac were, as we have 
Reaſon to believe from the Behaviour of the ſucceeding Ab;- 
melech and his Subjects, of the ſame Faith: Nor, throughout 
the whole Affair of Dinab, Jacob Daughter, does it appear 
that there was any Difference in Matters of Religion between 
the Mraelites and the Men of Shecbem, the Article of Cir- 
cumciſion only excepted. Gop himſelf declares ? to Abra- 
bam, that his Children ſhall not poſſeſs that Land till the 
fourth Generation after him, becauſe the Iniquity of its Inba- 
bitants was not yet full, Whence it is but rational to con- 
clude, that zill the fourth Generation after, or till about the 
Time of the Exodus, they had not, at leaſt generally, ſwerv- 
ed into Idolatry. à Sir Iſaac Newton imagines that they con- 
tinued in the true Religion till the Death of Melchiſedec; but 
that afterwards they began to embrace Idolatry ſpreading 
thitherward from Chaldea. They could not, however, in 


Gen. XX. 3, 4, ©. = Lib. ii. c. 14. Gen. xxvi. 28, 29, et ſeq, 
Gen. xxxiv. ? Gen. xv. 16. 4 Chron!logy of ancient Kingdoms amended, 
p. 188, | 
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any ſhort Time after, have amongſt them more than the 
Beginnings of Idolatry ; tho' I preſume, they ſunk into it 
apace after the Departure of Joſeph's Brethren with Geer 
Families into Ægypt. 

'One * who made the moſt diligent Enquiry into this Ar- 
ticle, obſerves that the Religion of Mankind was almoſt 
one and the ſame, for many Years after they were divided 
from One Another. We read indeed that the Chaldæans 
were ſo zealous in their Errors, even in Abram's Days, that 
They expelled him their Country for diſſenting from them: 
But We have no Reaſon to think that either the Canaanite 
or Egyptian were as yet devoted to a falſe Religion. The 
King of Salem, a Canaanite, of a different Family from 
Abram, was the Prieſt of the moſt high Gop in the Coun- 
try he was King of; and we do not find that Abram met 
with any Diſturbance on Account of his Religion from the 
Inhabitants of that Country; nor have we Reaſon to think 
that his Religion was at this Time different from theirs. In 
the ſame Manner when he came to Egyp/, Gop is faid to 
have ſent Judgments upon Pharoab's Family, becauſe of 
Abram's Wife; and the King of Egypt ſeems to have been 
in no wiſe a Stranger to the true Gop, but to have had the 
Fear of him before his Eyes, and to be influenced by it in 
all his Actions. Abrabam was entertained by him with- 
out the Appearance of any Indiſpoſition towards him, or 
any the leaſt Sign*of their having a different Religion. 
The HrATHEN Writers give us ſome Hints, that the Egyp- 


" Shuckford's Connection, Vol. i. p. 281, * Ibid. p. 312. 
| tians 
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tians were at firſt Worſhipers of the true Goo. Plutarch 
teſtifies, that in Upper Egypt, the Inhabitants of that 
Country paid no Part of the Taxes raiſed for the idolatrous 
Worſhip, aſſerting Themſelves to own no mortal Being to 
be a Gov, but profeſſing to worſhip their God Cxxen only, 
whom they affirmed to be without Beginning and without 
End. Philo-Biblius ” informs us, that in the Mythologic 
Times they repreſented this Deity, by the Figure of a Ser- 
pent, with the Head of a Hawk in the Middle of a Circle. 
But then he further tells us from the ancient Records, that 
the God thus repreſented was the Creator of all Things, a 
Being incorruptible and eternal, without Beginning and 
without Parts ; with ſeveral other Attributes belonging to 
the Supreme GoD. Agreeable to this, Porphyry calls this 
Egyptian CNEPH, Tov Anuizgyor, the Creator of the Univerſe. 
If We ſearch the Egyptian Antiquities, we may find in their 
Remains as noble and as true Notions of the Deity, as are to 
be met with in the Antiquities of any other People. Theſe 
were certainly their firſt Principles, and as long as they adhe- 
red to theſe, ſo long they preſerved the Knowledge of the 
true Religion, 

Had not this been really the Caſe, I cannot perſuade My- 
ſelf that Joſeph, when, long after this, he flotiriſhed at the 
Head of the Egyptian Miniſtry, would have married into 
the Family he did; or that the zealous Patriarch would have 
held ſo ſacred and inviolable the Lands and Endowments of 
an idolatrous Prieſthood. With Juſtice therefore has the 


De Jſide et Of. p. 359. Euſ. Prep, Eu. lib. i. c. 10. 
| | great 
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great Grotius x remarked that in the Age of Foſeph no cer- 
* tain Traces of Idolatry are to be diſcerned in Egypt.“ 
I would give it to the Reader as a probable Conjecture, that 
Idolatry was not eſtabliſhed by Law in any Part of that 
Country, till the Diſgrace of Moſes at the Court of Egypt, 
when he firſt retired to his Brethren in Goſhen ; about fifty 
Years before the Exodus: This is countenanced by ? a Paſſage 
of Scripture, where it is ſaid of the Children of Mael, that 
they ſacrificed unto Devils, not to Gop; to Gods whom they 
knew not, to new Gods that came newlywp, whom their Fa- 
- thers feared not. 

This is highly ſufficient for our Purpoſe. In Confirma- 
tion of which may be further added, that the Rites obſerv- 
ed in the. Herculean Temple at Gadira or Gades, agreeably 
to the Religion planted by this Great Navigator, were fim- 
ple and allowed not of any Images; and ſo continued to the 


Time of * Silius Ttalicus. Bochart ſuppoſes the Way of 


Worſhip practiſed in 7his Temple to have been taken from 
the Jews; not conſidering (ſay the Authors of the Uni- 
verſal Hiftory *) © that the Phenician Hercules was long be- 
« fore the Jewiſh Law, and that the Patriarchal Religion 
© uſed no Images. | | 
But further ſtill : That our Phænician Hero was“ attend- 
ed in his Expeditions by fome Deſcendents of the Righteous 
Abraham from about the Red Sea, and particularly by © A- 
x Vide Poli Synepſin in Gen. xlvi. verſ. ult. Deut. xxxii. % L 
a Vol. i. p. 33. Note T. See Stukely's Stonehenge, paſſim. Joſephus, 


from Polyhiſtor and Cleodemus. Idem in Autig. lib. i. See alſo Shindler's 
Lexicon, p. 1361. Gen. xXV. 4. \ 
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pber the Son of Midian, from whom that Part of the 
World called Apbrica took its Name, whoſe Daughter he 
married, and by whom he had a Son named Dodorus, is at 
leaſt highly probable; and for which there are as many con- 
curring Circumſtances towards a Proof, as a Thing of ſo 
very remote Antiquity is generally capable of. 

That the ſame Hercules and his Companions carried © Tin 
from Britain, or the Caſſiterid Iſlands, which was after- 
wards made much Uſe of by the © Midianites and © Arabians, 
we have the Authority, of the Ancients for ſaying. And 
from what other maritime Country it could come in Quanti- 
ties ſufficient to ſupply f the Markets of Tyre, is to us un- 
known. The Greek Word * Caſſiterides is but the Tranſla- 
tion of that Name, Barat-Anac, or the Land of Tin, by 
which the Phænicians originally diſtinguiſhed theſe Iſlands ; 
and of which Britain is but a Corruption. But that thoſe 
Traders ſhould endeavour to keep , ſo gainful a Branch of 
Commerce as much a Secret as might be, is without Diffi- 
culty accounted for, But whether they were acquainted with 
the Uſe of the Sea-Compaſs, without which the Voyage 
could not eaſily be performed, is another Point, which, 


being connected with our Purpoſe, may deſerve ſome Confi- 
deration. . x 


Dr. Wallis ſeems to have been exceedingly miſtaken, 
when he aſcribed the Invention of the Mariner's Compaſs 


to the Engh/h. * The Uſe of the Magnetic Needle has been 


< Pliny's Nat. Hit, vii. 56, Numb. xxxi. 22. Job xix. 24. 


Ff Ezek. xxvii. 12. e Strabo, lib. ii. h Bochart in Canaan, 
i Philoſophical Tranſafions, * Martinius. | 
| I | | ſo 


— — 


040 
ſo bag known to the Chineſe, that they have no Records or 
Notion of its Origin. The Caſe is the fame with the 
Arabians, who by the Help of it till traverſe the wild De- 
farts, nor can any of them tell when the Practice firſt com- 
menced. | 

m ce FT-ywart, in his Admiranda Ethnice Theologie, en- 
* deavours to prove that the old Egyptians had the Uſe of it, 
and that the Bembin Table contains the Doctrine of it in- 
e veloped in Hieroglyphics. The learned Fuller, in his 
« Miſcellanies, lib. iv. 19. aſſerts, that the Phænicians knew 
the Uſe of it, which they endeavoured to conceal by all 
* poſſible means, as they did their Trading in general. 
* Oforius, in his Diſcourſe of the Acts of King Emanuel, 
ee refers the Uſe of the Compaſs among the Europeans to 
* Vaſquez de Gama and the Portugueſe, who found it among 

s ſome barbarous Pirates about the Cape of Good Hope; 
who probably were ſome Remains of the Old Phenicians 
or Arabians, or at leaſt had preſerved from them this 
Practice. But Monſ. Fauchet, in his Antiquities of France, 
quotes ſome Verſes from a Poet in that Country, who 
** wrote A. D. 1180: wherein is as plain a Deſcription of 
e the Mariner , Box, as Words can make.” | 

What Objections (ſays another learned Writer) have 
e been made againſt the Veracity of Scripture, upon a 
Suppoſition that the eus had not the Knowledge of the 
Uſe of the Loadſtone or Needle (for either will ſerve) in 


1 Gilbert De Magnete. n Stukely's Stonehenge. 8 Hutchinſon's Works, 
Vol. iv. p. 121, 122. SY | 
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6 Navigation? But that the Knowledge at leaſt of that Uſe 
« of it, was invented long after; and that they could not 
„ fail to the Land of Opher, (the Duſt Coaſt) without it, 
te every one knows. The others aſſert that they coaſted it, 
t which Thoſe who have failed in thoſe Seas fay, is im- 
< poſſible to be done againſt the Trade-winds, Tides, Gr. 
<« The very Acts they make incredible without ſuch Know- 
* ledge, and the others are without Difficulty, when tis 
te ſhewn by the Scripture, that they had the Knowledge; and 
ee the Means neceſſary. What Lucretius in plain Words at- 
ce tributes to the groſs Air, the Spirit, and ſhews how it 
© preſſes the Iron to this Stone, Plato attributes to the di- 
« vine Force in their God, the Air. Joban Kirchman, 
de Annulis, p. 129. Plato in Tone. — It is not Art which 
* makes thee excel, but a divine Power that moves thee, 
ce ſuch as is in the Stone which Euripides named the Mag- 
* net, and ſome call the Heraclian Stone, which attracts 
« Iron Rings, &c. Auſtin ſpeaks of the ſame, De ciu. 
Dei, lib. xxi. c. 4. We know that the Magnet or Load- 
e ſtone is a wonderful Attractor of Iron, &c, Dr. Hide, in 
* his Religion of the ancient Perſians, ſhews, that the Chal- 
* dee Fews mention the Loadſtone in their oldeſt private 
© Writings, and that the Arabians underſtood its Uſes, and 
< that ſome have thought that the Heathens made an Em- 
e blem of it in Worſhip. This Stone is fix Times menti- 
** oned in Scripture by the Name ©Y3 Peninim. — The 
* Condition which makes Iron and other Things fol- 
low it, is expreſſed in Jeb xxviii. 18. by D Meſhet, 
ö E N 08 SAXU= 
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&« n{axucer, Attraction. Its Colour is deſcribed, Tama iv. 

“7. by de Adamab, Fleſh-coloured, Ruddy, as it is when 
dug, and more approaching black, as Fleſh; and many of 
te thoſe Stones are, when dried and their Parts contracted, 
« of the Color of Reddiſh Clay. Its Uſefulneſs and 
« Worth is expreſſed by MP! Tera, by NW Tahah, etc. 
* becauſe no other Stone of that Size is of any real Value, 
te except a Spark of Diamond to cut Glaſs.” 

This will explain and clear a Paſſage of Scripture, 
which ſeems at preſent to be but indifferently tranſlated, and 
which is referred to above. In the xxviii* Chap, of the 
Book of Fob, and the latter Part of the 18 Ver. we are 

told that The Price of Wiſdom is above Rubies. The Ori- 
ginal is, P\2BM2 MN J&No Meſbe Checamab Mepeninim ; 
the literal Tranſlation of which, agreeably to the true Senſe 
of the firſt and Ia Words before given, is Attractio ſapien- 
tie præ Magnetibus : The Attraction of Wiſdom is beyond 
Magnets; meaning that the Attraction of Wiſdom is to 
the well-diſpoſed greater in Effect, and of more Value, than 
the Attraction of the Loadſtone, tho' it draw the heavieſt | 


Bodies, and by It all the Advantages of N * and 5 by 


Wealth of Commerce are obtained. 

The Golden or Braſs Cup, which is aid by very many 
ancient Authors to have been given to Hercules by Apollo, 
or Nereus, or Oceanus, and with which he ſailed over the 
Ocean, can mean noting but the Mariners' Compaſs, to the 
Knowledge of which he had at leaſt attained : tho' I ſhould 


So tranſlated by the Lxx, and Attrafio by the T uigete and Pagninus. 
rather 
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rather imagine him to have been the Inventor of it, by the 
Name Lapis Heraclius given to the Magnet. 

It appears that what was called ? the Image of  Tupiter | 
| Hammon (whoſe Libyan Temple, according to Herodotus, 
took its Riſe from Phenicia) was nothing more 4 than a 
Compaſs-Box, which was carried about by the Prieſts, when 
the Oracle was conſulted, in a Golden-Ship. 
| "Tis probable that the famous Golden Fleece was Nothing 
elſe: Whence the Ship of Phrixus (who is Apher or 

Aphricus, and the ſame with 7 upiter Hammon ) which car- 
ried it, is ſaid to have been ſenſible and poſſeſſed of the Gift 

of Speech. So alſo the Ship Argos Cm fetched it from 

Colebis. 
To theſe Teſtimonies I ſhall ſubjoin that of the Great 
Homer, who, ſpeaking of the Phæacians and their extra- 
ordinary Skill in maritime Affairs and Encouragement of 
every Branch of nautical Science, makes Alcinous give to 
the Shipping of his Iſland the ſame common Character 
with Argos and the Ship of Phrixus, in the following 
Lines, which have puzzled all the Commentators ; and 
which either have no Meaning at all, or plainly evince the 
| Uſe of the Compaſs amongſt that Sea-faring People: 


TITUTX0 War Ppeoi L. ; 
. Oy yay Oanueort xuorormrige; cc, | 
Odder. nd £51 T&T A] VEG ENS" 
Q. Curtius lib. iv. cap. 7. Umbilico ſimilis, ſmaragdo et gemmis coag- 


mentatus. Hunc navigio aurato geſtant ſacerdotes. 4 Herwart de Mag- 
nete. Baxter in G1 //. Ant. Rom. v. ASCANIA. ſ{ Odyff, lib. viii. 
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No Pilot's Aid Phæacian Veſſels need, 
Themſelves inſtinct with Senſe ſecurely Ge: 
Endu'd with wondrous Skill, untaught they | ſhare 
The Purpoſe and the Will of thoſe they ber; 
To fertile Realms and diſtant Climates go, 5 
And, where each Realm and City lyes, they know : 
_ Swiftly. they fly, and thro the pathleſs Sea, = 
Thro' wrapt in Clouds and Darkneſs, find their Way. 


Having found Means for the Conveyance of an Oriental 7 
Colony. in thoſe very, early Times to Britain; their Foot- 
ſteps here will be very, viſible, Such I take to be that Tra- 
dition mentioned by * Norden, which is univerſally received 


55 by the Inhabitants of Cornwall, that their Mines were an- 


ciently wrought, by the Jews, He ſays, that theſe Old 
Works are called Attal Sarazin, the ancient caſt-off Works 
of the Jeus, or rather of the Arabians; in which their 
5 | ools are frequently found. Add to this, that other Tradi- 


tion, which has generally prevailed amongſt the Inhabitants 
of theſe Kingdoms, of their Eaſtern Extraction. 


Next to theſe are the Names of Places, which fem to 
owe their Origin to the Two | illuſtrious Conductors of this 
Colony, Hercules and Aber; ; as Hartland Point in Devon- 


l e af. Cornwall 


2 re, 
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Arn, an Abbreviation, as Cambden obſerves, of Herculis 
Promontorium ; and, on the Coaſt of Durham the Town of 
Hartlepole, a manifeſt Corruption of Heracleopolis. 

In the Church-yard of Corbridge in Northumberland, mY 
far from the laſt mentioned Place, is a very ancient Altar in- 
ſcribed to the Tyr ian Hercules, which Dr. Hunter and Dr. 

Todd have given an Account of in the Philoſophical N. 
afti n and ach is here delineated. 
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I take this Afar to be of much higher Antiquity than Dr. 
Todd imagines, and not to have been erected by Phenicians, 
who undoubtedly would have inſcribed their own Language ; 
but by the Tonians of Alia Proper, the Sons of Favan, or, 

as more properly without the Maſoretic Points he ſhould 
have been called, jv Jon; the Founders of the great and 


 Philoſephical Tranſactions abridged, Vol. v. Part ii. p. 46, 47. 
hs ' Velleius Paterc. lib, i, c. iv, ſect, 3: 


opulent 
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opulent City of Phocæa. They were expert Mariners, 
and the firſt among the Greeks that dene long Voyages, 
which they performed in Gallies of Fifty Oars. In the 
Time of Cyrus the Great we find them * in the Bay 8 Cadiz 
well reſpected by the Prince of the Country; and a little 
after defeating the combined Fleets of the Tyrrhenians and 
Carthaginians, conſiſting | of an hundred and twenty Sail. 
They were pretty early acquainted with the Coaſts and 
Iſlands of Europe, where they built Veolia in Traly, Aleria 
in Corfica, and Marſeilles in Gaul; and may be ſaid to have 
ſucceeded the Tyrians in maritime and commercial Glory. 
Hart lepole I ſuppoſe to have been for a while the Reſidence 
of a trading Colony of theſe People; who, by the Mention 
of Archi-ſacerdotal Offerings in the Inſcription, and by the 
Sacrifice of prime Victims to Him (ſignified by the Bulls 
Head) and calling their City by his Name, muſt have re- 
ſpeed the Tyrian Hercules as a Deity of the firit Claſs ; 
judging no Honors extravagant which were paid to this as; 
venturous and ſucceſsful Hero (which Character is pointed 
at in the Figure of the Mreath or Garland) who firſt taught 
the Way to Britain. 

With Regard to Apher ; ; the Reader is left to des. 
whether there be any thing likely in the following Etymo- 
logies; which 47 beſt are but probable, never deciſive. 


They will however revs if nothing elſe, the near Affinity 


Herodot. lib. i. c. 163. Fig Ne Univerſal Hi ff. EY vii. p. 407. 
Herodot. ubi ſupra, Id. I. i. c. 167. 
e which 


en 


which there is between the ancient Britiſb and the Pbæni- 


cian or Hebrew Language: 

vy Abermenai, Aphri Probibitio, W 
Mana, probibuit, impedivit, compeſcuit : item apud Arabas 
Mana, locus probibitus, * ö becauſe W to 
the Shipping. | 
Frey Aberdovch, Aphri Tamer or the Bath of 
Apher : Ex quo M abluit, Iavit: a ſmall River in Cardi- 


ganſhire, near which are the Lead and Silver Mines called 


the Welch Potofs. 


MR By Aberyſtwyth, Aphri Exits Egreſſus, pro- 


priè de Aquis: the Outlets of Apher: The Myth is a 
Niver in Cardiganſbire. 

 mxmby Abergeleb, Aphri 7. 3 o, Transfretatio : 
Ito apud Arabas : The Transfretation of Apher : A Town 
in Denbighſhire ſo called. 

Theſe four laſt Places and Hartland Point 'are all upon 


the Coaſt of St. George's Chanel; a Part of the Iſland par- 


ticularly famous for the Exerciſe of the antient Druidical 


Rites and Inſtitutions. 
To theſe might be added a Number more. But even 


theſe are offered as Conjecture only; and therefore not to 
lay any greater Streſs than needs upon this Sort of Evidence, 


the Multitude of Altars and Pillars, or Temples, ſet up in 
the ancient Patriarchal Way of Worſhip throughout Eng- 


land, Ireland, Scotland, and the Iſlands, form an Argument 


b Theſe Menai, Straits, part Angleſea from Carnarvonſhire. 
© See Marius de Calaſbis by Romaine, upon theſe Words. 
f concluſive 
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% . that an Oriental OE muſt have been very * 


introduced. 


« Near Penſans in G is a very remarkable Stone 
ce called Main Ambre, which, tho it be of a vaſt Bigneſs, 


te yet you may move it with one Finger: notwithſtanding a 


great Number of Men cannot remove it from its _ 


« The Name is interpreted the Stone of Ambrofius.” 


Picture of it is in * Norder's Hiſtory of Cornwall. yg 


was deſtroyed in the Civil Wars by one of Cromwell's Go- 


vernors. Dr. Stukely ſays that he has ſeen one of theſe Gygo- 


nian or Rocking-Stones in Derbyſhire. Mr. Toland © men- 
tions it too, and ſays there are ſuch in Wales and Ireland. Sir 
Robert Sibbald mentions them in Scotland; and ſpeaking of 
the Rocking - Stone near Belvaird in Fife ; © am informed, 
« ſays he, that this Stone was broken by the Uſurper Crom- = 
ce wells Soldiers. And it was diſcovered then that its Mo- 


ee tion was performed by a Volk extuberant in the Middle 


« of the Under-Surface of the uppermoſt Stone, which was 
< inſerted in a Cavity in the Surface of the lower Stone,” 

Theſe, you ſee, are the very ſame with the Petræ Am- 
brofie, the anointed moveable Pillars ſet up at Tyre. Nor 
is it at all improbable that theſe were ſet up by the ſame 
great Navigator: tho from Similitude of Sound in the 
Word Ambre (of which the Meaning was loſt) they were 
fooliſhly aſcribed to Ambrofius. 

Near the Main Ambre at Penſans is a famous ee | 
Temple called Biſcawoon, conſiſtin g of 19 Pillars in a Cir- 


© Cambden. Stukely's Stonehenge. P. 18. Hiſtory of the Druids. 
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( 33 ) 
cle and a central Kebla : the Entrance e of two 
larger Stones than the reſt. 8 


Theſe Patriarchal or Druidical Temples were laid out'in 
ſuch Figures as were hierog/yphical and intended to deſcribe 
the Nature of the Divinity; as the Circle, ſuch is that of 
Stonehenge ; or the Circle and Seraph, or wine Serpent, as 
that of Abiry. | 

By theſe were porta the Divine Perſonalities of the 
great Object of their Worſhip. The Circle was conſidered 
as expreſſive of Hi, who is the Source of all Being. The 
Seraph was an Emblem of that Divine Emanation from the 
Father called antiently N Phthab; The Revelation, THE 
Word : And the Expanſion of his Wings of the Hol Spi- 
Rix ſtyled 95 Cneph, THE WINGED. 
Thus the compleat hieroglyphical conjoined Figure ob- 
| tained the Name of MNB"PÞP95 Cnepb-Phtbab; and is the 
ſame with Kircher's 'O-xuxAc-T[egvyouogPes deſcribed in 
the Introduction. Hence were theſe Temples termed Dra- 
contia ; and hence the Old Stories of their being kept or 
guarded by Dragons. 

That the Temples of this Sort which we have amongſt 
us were really founded by the People to whom they are 
now aſcribed, will be further evident from a Conſideration 
of the Works themſelves : the Meaſures of every one of 
which are obſerved to fall eafily and naturally in round and 
full Numbers into the Scale of the ancient Phænician or 
Hebrew Cubits. Nor will they admit of the Standard 
Meaſure of Greece or Rome or any Weſtern Nation, with- 
| * | out 


(34) 
out n divided and broken into infinite and eifling Frac- 
tions. 

Jo illuſtrate what has * nde L ſhall give as brief 
a Deſcription as may be of che two famous ones already 
mentioned in this Neighbourhood. That I am enabled to do 
this with tolerable Exactneſs, muſt be imputed to the Care 
and Accuracy of Dr. Stukely ; whoſe elaborate Accounts and 
Admeaſurements of theſe precious Remains of Antiquity 
have done great Honor to his Country and Himſelf, I ſhalt 
begin with Abiry, as the more antient Work of the Two. 

 ABIRY is founded on the more elevated Part of a Plain, 
whence is an almoſt imperceptible Deſcent every Way. 
The entire Figure of it is, A Seraph or Winged Serpent 
tranſmitted through a Circle. The outer Part of the Grand 
Circle is, a vaſt and lofty * Yallum, with a very, deep Ditch, 
on the Tnfide of it, near 80 Feet or 45 Cubits. broad. Its 
Diameter 750 Cubits; Its Circumference 22 50 Cubits : : 
the incloſed Area about 22 Acres. 

Within this Ditch was formed a Circle of 100 enormous 
Stones ſet upright; which were generally 15, 16, or 17 
Feet high, and near as much in Breadth. Twenty five Cubits 
is the regular Meaſure with regard to the larger Stones from 
the Centre of the one to the Centre of the Other ; making 
the Interval 1.5 Cubits. But in all of them toroughout, the 
Proportion of the Solid to the Void is as 2 to 3. Out of 
theſe 100 Stones 44 were ſtill viſible when Dr. Stukely was 


f This correſponds with what is before obſerved of Mount Sinai, 957 
Beundt about the Mount and fſan#ify it. 
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there in the Year 1922; whereof 17 were ſtanding and 24 
thrown down or reclining. Ten of the Remainder had 
been demoliſhed by Tom Robinſon in the Year 1700, and 
their Places levelled. - The Veſtigia of the reſt were ſtill dif- 
cernible. When this mighty Colonade of 100 ſuch Stones 
was in Perfection, there muſt have been a moſt agreeable 
circular Walk between them and the Ditch. Tis ſcarce 
poſſible for us to form a Notion of the grand and beautiful 
Appearance it muſt then have made. 

Within this Circle were the Vings, being Two Temples 
of like Form and Dimenſions; each conſiſting of Two con- 
centric Circles. The outer Circles contain each 30 Stones 
of like Dimenſions, and placed at like Intervals with thoſe 
already mentioned. The inner Circles of both conſiſt each 
aof 12 Stones of the ſame Size and Diſtances. The inner 
Circle muſt therefore be 100 Cubits in Diameter ; the outer 
250 Cubits. So that the Periphery of the outer Circles of 
the Wings is equal to the Diameter of the great Circle. 
The Southermoſt of theſe Temples has a Central Obeliſk 
which was the Kibla whereto they turned their Faces in 
Worſhip. The other has that immenſe Work in the Centre, 
which the Hebrews or Phenicians called mp * Kobbe, and 
from them the Old Britons a Cove: conſiſting of three Stones 
placed with an obtuſe Angle towards each other, and-as it 
were upon an Arc of a Circle, like the great Half-Round at 
the Eaſt End of ſome Cathedrals. It was the Adytum of 


 Tefludo edificii, fornix, ædicula, tabernaculum. Vide Marium de Cala- 
io ad hoc verbum. 


"Eg: this 


Cn] 

this Temple and the Kibla thereof opening North-eaſt. 
The extravagant Magnitude and Majeſty of which is very 
aſtoniſhing. It meaſures 20 Cubits from the Edge of the 
outer Jambs, and 10 Cubits in Depth. Upon the Ground 
before this ſuperb Nigh lay the Altar, which, no doubt, 
was carried off long ago, as not being fixt: And the 
Northern Pillar is gone too. It fell down in the Year 1713. 
Its length was Seven Yards, of the ſame Shape with its 
- Oppoſite, tall and narrow. This meaſured 17 Feet above 
Ground, being 10 whole Cubits : 4 Cubits broad ; 1 Cubit 
and = thick. Such were the Anſæ or Wings of this noble, 
Ellis. That in the Middle is 9 Cubits broad, as many 
| high, and 2 Cubits and + thick. Of the exterior Circle 
of this Northern Temple, but 3 Stones are now left ſtand- 
ing, and 6 more lying on the Ground. In 1720 both Cir- 
cles were ſtanding, and almoſt entire, About that Time 
ſeveral Stones of the Southern Temple were deſtroyed ; but 
14 are {till left, whereof about Half ſtanding. The Cen- 
tral Obeliſk of this Temple is circular at the Baſe ; of a 
vaſt Bulk, being 12 Cubits long and 5 Cubits in Diameter; 
when ſtanding higher than the reſt. Before it was the 
Altar of this Temple. Moſt of the Houſes, Walls, and 
Out- houſes of this Town are built with the Materials of 
theſe Stones that have been fired and broken. Under an 
Aſhen Tree dug here was found one of the Druids Axes or 
Celts, where with they cut the Miſſetae of the Oak. On 
this Southern Side was the Ring- Stone for the Victim. 


Let 


637) 
Let us walk out now by the Southern Entrance of the 


Town paſſing the Yallum : The Road ſtraight forward leads 
to Kennet and Overton. This is the Jia ſacra, being an 
Avenue up to the Temple, and forming beſides one halt of 
the Body of the Seraph. This was more than an Engliſb 
Mile, and ſet with Stones on both Sides oppoſite to one ano- 
ther and at regular Diſtances. As this was to be the 
Picture of an Animal, the Druids followed Nature's Draw- 
ing as nearly as poſſible, making the Avenue narrower to- 
wards the Neck, than at its Middle. The whole Length 
of it conſiſts of 100 Stones on each Side, reaching from 
the Vallum of Abiri Town to the circular Work upon Over- 
ton Hill. The ſame Proportion is every where preſerved 
between Breadth and Interval as before. Mounting up 
Overton Hill, the Avenue grows much narrower. In 
1722 the Number of Stones left were 72. 

In a Cihſe on the Left Hand, or Eaſt of the Avenue, not 
far from Abiry Town, is a pentagonal Stone laid flat on the 
Ground, in the Middle of which is a Baſon cut, always 
full and never overflowing ; much regarded by the Country 
People and proceeding from a Spring underneath ; which 
may have been here from the Foundation of the Temple l, 
for Purifications. | 

The Summit of Overton Hill is the Hak-pen, a. com- 
pound Oriental Word ſignifying the Serpent's Head, which 

b How much the Druids were concerned in Luſtrations, Ablutions, and 
Purifications, is evident enough from the great Multitude of Rock- Baſons 


diſperſed amongſt their ſacred Works; upon which Mr. Borlaſe, in his late 
valuable Work of the Autiquities of Cornwall, has ſpent a whole Chapter. 


1s 
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is 4000 Cubits, the Meaſure of an Eaſtern Mile in Dr. Ar- 


buthnot's Tables, from the Vallum of Airy. This Hill 
the People have a high Notion of, and ſtill call it the 
Sanctuary. Unhappily all the Stones have been carried off 
by Farmer Green and others, and the Ground ploughed up. 
The Stones here were not large, but ſet pretty cloſe to- 
gether; and the Proportions of them with the Intervals and 
between the two Circles, all taken at one View, charmed 
the Spectator. Every Body here remembers both Circles 
entire and ſtanding, 2 or 3 fallen Stones excepted, and they 


are ſtill talked of with great Pleaſure and Regret. The 


outer Circle conſiſted of 40 Stones; and the Inner of 18, 
ſomewhat larger than the others. From Overton Hill is a 
moſt glorious Proſpect, overlooking the whole extent of the 
Temple and facred Field, and beyond that into Gloucefter - 


ſhire and Somerſetſhire. 


Procede we now to Bekhampton Avenue, which extends 
itſelf 4000 Cubits likewiſe, or an Eaſtern Mile, from 
Airy towards Bekhampton. "Tis the Hinder Part of the 
hieroglyphic Seraph, which the Druids thus pourtrayed in 
this moſt portentous Size; and the Number of the Stones, 
as of the other, was 100 on each Side. But almoſt all 
of them have bgen deſtroyed and carried off, Yet the un- 
wearied. Induſtry of Dr. Stubely has traced out the Obit of 
every Stone. It goes out of Abiry Weſtward at the In- 


terval of 25 Stones, or a Quadrant of the great Circle from 


Kennet Avenue, and procedes by the South Side of the 
Church-yard. A little Spring ariſes at Horſip North-welſt, 
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and flows thence to S:}3»ry Hill, where is the proper Head 
of the Kennet ; and ſometimes this is very deep. The Picture 
here humours the Reality ſo far, that this may properly be 
called the Vent of the Animal. When you come to the 
50h Stone, on the North Side is a magnificent Cove, like 
that already deſcribed : the Stone of the Avenue making 
the Back-Stone of the Cove. This ſerved for an Oratory 
to the Neighbourhood upon ordinary Days of Devotion. 
Tis placed on the higheſt Ground which this Avenue occu- 
pies, and the Grounds have gained from it the Name of 
Long flone Fields. Only one of the Stones is now ſtanding, 
which is 9 Cubits high, as many broad, and 2 Cubits thick. 
The Back-Stone 1s flat on the Ground, of the ſame Dimen- 
ſions. The other was carried off when Dr. Stukely was 
there, and contained, when broken, 20 good Loads. This 
Avenue terminates near a fine Groupe. of Barrows, un- 


der Cherri] Hill, in the Way to Oldbury Camp, Welt. of 


 Bekbampton., This Point, facing that Groupe of Barrows 
and looking up the Hill, is a moſt ſolemn and awful Place: 
A Deſcent all the Way from Long flone Cove and directed to 
a Deſcent a great Way further, down the Bath Road, 
where no leſs than Five Valleys meet. The End of it.drew 
narrower in Imitation of the Tail, which was cloſed by one 
Stone in the Middle. | . 

The Druids were tempted to draw out this ſtupendous 
Work in ſuch Manner, by the Appearance of the ſurprizing 
Multitude of Stones on the Downs, called the Grey 
Weathers, and which at a Diſtance reſemble a Flock of 


Sheep. 


(49) 
Sheep. Six Hundred and. Fifty two of the choiceſt of 
which were conveyed hither to make this noble Temple, as 
will appear to the Reader upon caſting up the Account be- 
fore him. 


0 


No of Stones 


"I De 3 Circle of Abiry 100 
The outer Circle of the Northern Temple 030 
Inner Circle of Dꝰ 012 
The Cove and Altar 004 
The outer Circle of the Southern Temple 030 

Inner Circle of Do O12 
The Central Obeliſk and Altar 002 
The Ring-Stone 001 

Kennet Avenue 200 

Outer Circle of Hak-per 040 

Inner Circle of Do 018 

| Bekampton Avenue = 200 
Longſtone Cove Jambs * © Dog 

The clofing Stone of the Tail OOI 

_ 


Such was this amazing Work of Abiry; than which a 


grander and more. ęxtenſive Deſign ſcarce ever entered into 
the Imagination of Man; and which, when in Perfection, 
was, without Queſtion, the moſt glorious Temple of the 


Kind which the World has ever heard of. That it was 
really a Temple ſacred to the ever· bleſſed and undivided 


(41) 
Trinity, every Circumſtance, every Conſideration, tends to 
perſuade us; and one particularly which has not yet been 
attended to, and that is, the Name itſelf of Abiry (VR 
AB1RI, Potentes) ſignifying in the Language of its Founders 
TR MicuTy Oxts ; of whom the whole was an Emble- 
matical Repreſentation.” | 
Its Situation is in a Country full of Wonders ; where 
the Contemplative and the Curious may find Employment 
enough. Tis all a healthy Rock of Chalk, covered with 
pure virgin Turf; the Encroachments of the avaricious 
Plough excepted, Eaſtward are the Downs ſtill called Temple 
Downs : Weſtward the Camp of Oldbury. On the South 
that prodigious Barrow known by the Name of Silbury 
Hill, beſides a Multitude of others. Then the Via Bads- 
mica or Roman Way. The grey Weathers are every where 
diſperſed. Further on is that aſtoniſhing Line of Wandſ- 
dyke, ſuppoſed to have been drawn by the Belge, to ſecure 
the Conqueſts which they made in Britain before the Time 
of Julius Ceſar. Next, Hills, emerging from the fruitful 
and delicious Vale below, which emulate the Clouds, ſome 


i Silbury Hill, the largeſt Barrow in Britain, if not in the Univerſe, 
well deſerves a Note. It ſtands exactly South of Abiry, and exactly be- 
tween the two Extremities, the Head and Tail of the Seraph. The 
Diameter of it at Top is 60 Cubits, or 105 Feet; at Bottom 300 Cubits, 
or ſomewhat better than 5500 Feet: Its exact perpendicular Altitude 100 
Cubits, or 170 Feet. Moſt amazing it is that an Area of ſuch Extent ſhould 
be carried up ſuch a perpendicular Height, with a ſufficient Baſe to ſupport 
it. Without actually ſeeing it, we can ſcarce have a full Idea of it. Its 
ſolid Contents amount to 13,558,809 cubic Feet. The Expence of making 
ſuch a Hill now, is computed at 20,000 /. Sterling. | 
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3 
of them capt with Barrows, and ſo made more ſuperb Mo- 


numents than the Pyramids of Egyyt. Hence you ſee the 
wide Extent of Saliſbury Plain, and the Cathedral of Sarum 


at the Diſtance of near thirty Miles. The Air is fine and 


invigorating : And the Proſpe& which Way ſoever you 
turn, ſeems all Enchantment, and dilates the Heart beyond 


Expreſſion, | 

I ſhall now procede to Stonehenge, which is not erected 
upon the very Summit of a Hill, but pretty near; and for 
more than Three Quarters of the Circuit you ala to it 
very gently from lower Ground ; but from the North the 
Aſcent is ſharper. It is compoſed of 7wo Circles and two 


Ovals, reſpectively concentric. And the Greatneſs of the 


Lights and Shades, as well as their Variety ariſing from 
the circular Figure, gives it all poſſible Advantage. The 
whole is“ incloſed within a circular Ditch, originally 30 


Cubits broad, but now levelled very much. The Diſtance 
between the Verge of the Ditch on the Infide, quite round, 


to the Work of the Temple, is equal to the Diameter of the 
Temple itſelf, 1. e. 60 Cubits. So that the entire Diameter 
from the outer Verge of the Ditch is 240 Cubits. 

When you enter the Building and caſt your Eyes around 
upon the yawning, Ruins, you are ſtruck into an extatic 


Reverie, which None can deſcribe, and they only can be 


ſenſible of, that feel it. Other Buildings fall by Piecemeal, 


For a Purpoſe already mentioned ; whence the Poet, 
Non ulum cultu populi propiore frequentant 
Sed * Deis — Lucan. 
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( 43) 
but here a ſingle Stone is a Ruin, Yet is there as much of 
it left undemoliſhed, as enables us very ſufficiently to recover 
its priſtine Form. The beſt Face of the Stones is ſet in- 
ward ; and thoſe that had the beſt outward Face, toward 
the Front or Entrance. | | 
The Intention of the Founders was this; The whole 


Outer Circle was to conſiſt of 30 Upright Stones: Each 


Stone was to be 4 Cubits broad : Each Interval 2 Cubits. 
Thirty Times 4 Cubits, is twice 60: Thirty Times 2 Cubits 
is 60. So thatthrice 60 compleats a Circle whoſe Diameter 
is 60. But the grand Aperture is two Cubits and a half 


wide. This crowds the next Intervals on each Side a ſmall 


Matter nearer ; the reſt preſerving their true Diſtance quite 

round. | 
Upon the Top of theſe 30 Uprights were placed an equal 
Number of Impoſts, ſecured with Mortaiſe and Tenon, 
in ſuch a Manner that the whole Circle is linked together 
in a continued Corona by the Impoſts or Corniſh being car- 
ried quite round. The Centres of the Tenons are two 
Cubits diſtant from each other upon each Upright, and fit 
the Mortaiſes very aptly. They are rather a Semi-Oval 
than an Hemiſphere. The Height of Upright and Impoſt 
is 10 Cubits and a half; of which the Upright is 9. So 
that the Impoſt is a ſixth Part of the Height of the Upright. 
But as the Entrance is wider, ſo the Impoſt over it is thicker 
than the reſt, to ſecure it from breaking. If we meaſure 
on the Outſide the collective Breadth of two Uprights and 
the Interval between them, 'tis 10 Cubits and a half, equal 
5 G 2 to 


„ 
to the Whole Height. The Interval is Half the Breadth of 
a Stone; and the Thickneſs of a Stone is Half its Breadth. 
Of the Uprights there are 17 left ſtanding; 11 of which 
remain continuous by the Grand Entrance with 5 Impoſts 
upon them. One Upright more, at the Back of the Tem- 
ple, or on the South-weſt, leans upon a Stone of the Inner 
Circle. There-are 6 more lying upon the Ground, whole 
or in Pieces. So that 24 out of 30 are till viſible at the 
Place. There is but one Impoſt more in its proper Place, 
and but two lying upon the Ground: So that 22 are carried 
off x 
Through the middle of the principal Entrance runs the 
Principal Line of the whole Work, the Diameter from 
North-Eaſt to South-Weſt. This Line cuts the Middle of 
the Altar, the Length of the Adytum or Cell, the Entrance 
into the Court, and ſo runs down the Middle of the Avenue 
to the Bottom of the Valley for almoſt 2000 Feet together. 
This is very apparent at firſt Sight, and determines this for 
the principal Entrance. Upon this Line are all the princi- 
pal Centres that compoſe the Work. It varies a little from 
true North-Eaſt. Bp 
Five Cubits inward from the Inſide of this exterior Cir- 
cle, is another Cisele of much ſmaller Stones. A Radius 
of 23 Cibits ſtrikes the Inner Circumference ; of 24, the 
Outer. The Stones that compoſed it were 40 in Number; 
forming with the Outer Circle a very noble and delightful 
Walk zoo Feet in Circuit. They are a Cubit thick and 4 
Cubits and a half high. This was their ſtated Proportion, 
being 
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being every Way the Half of the Outer Uprights. Suck 


ſeems to have been the Original Purpoſe of the Founders ; 


tho' in ſome Places the Stones are broader than the Intervals, 


and in ſome otherwiſe. There are ſcarce any of thele 
entire as to all their Dimenſions. The Central Diſtance of 
theſe Stones, meaſured upon their Outer Circumference, is 
4 Cubits. Thoſe Two, which form the principal Entrance 
of this Circle, correſpondent to. that of the outer Circle, 
are broader and taller, and farther diſtant from each other, 
They are alſo ſet ſo much farther inward, that the Outer 
Face of them runs in a Line with the Inner Face of the Others, 
and eminently points out the principal Entrance. There are 


but 19 of the whole Number left; but 11 of them are ſtill _ 


ſtanding, and 5 particularly in one Place continuous. 

The Adytum or Cell, which preſents itſelf next, is a 
moſt noble and beautiful E/kpfis ; nor is there any Thing 
like it in all Antiquity, *Tis an Original Invention of the 
Druids, an ingenious Contrivance to relax the Inner and 
more ſacred Part, where they performed their religious 
| Offices. The two outer Circles were no Diſadvantage to 
the View from hence, but added much to the Solemnity of 
the Place and of the Duties diſcharged in' it, by the Fre- 
quency and Variety of their Intervals. They that were 
within, when it was in Perfection, would ſee a fine Effect 
produced by this Elliptical Figure included in a Circular Co- 


rona, having a large Hemiſphere of the Heavens for its Co- 


vering. 
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The Exterior Oval is compoſed of certain Compages of 
Stones which Dr. Stukely calls Trilithons, becauſe made 
each of two Uprights with an Impoſt at Top. The Interior 
Curve is formed by a Radius of Twelve Cubits and a half 
from two Centres: the Outer, by one of Fifteen Cubits : 
the Stones being two Cubits and a half thick, Their 
_ Height and Breadth is alſo enormous; and to fee ſo many 
of them placed together with Exactneſs in a nice and critical 
Figure: to conſider, not a Pillar, but a whole Wall, a Side, 
an End of a Temple of one Stone, creates ſuch Emotion in 
the Mind as is not eaſy to be expreſſed. The Uprights are 
each Four Cubits and a half broad at the Bottom; but grow 
narrower towards the Top, in order to leſſen their Weight. 
This widens the Interval, but contributes very much to their 
Stability. Each Trilithon is Ten Cubits and each Interval 
about Six. Of theſe there are Five in Number: Three of 
which are entire. Two are ruined indeed in ſome Meaſure, 
but the Stones remain in fitu : this Part of the Work being 
the moſt perfect of the whole. That at the upper End is 
exceeding ſtately, tho in Ruins; One of the Uprights 
being fallen, the other leaning. As you look from the 
grand Entrance towards the Altar, the Jambs of the 
two hithermoſt Trilithons preſent themſelves with a magni- 
ficent Opening 25 Cubits wide. One remarkable Parti- 
cular in the Conſtruction of this Oval is, that the two 
hithermoſt Trilitbons correſponding, i. e. next the grand 
Entrance on the Right Hand and on the Left, are ex- 
ceeded in Height by the two next in Order; and thoſe 


by 
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by the Trilithon behind the Altar: thus improving in 
Heighth and Beauty from the lower to the upper End of - 
the Choir. Hence their n Heights are 14% 38. - 
and 15 Cubits, 

The Stones of the Interior Oval are placed 2 Cubits 
from the Other. They were 19 in Number, at about the 
central Diſtance of 3 Cubits; Each Stone being a Cubit 
and a half broad and the Interval the ſame. Their Height 
is unequal, like that of the Trilitbons, riſing higher towards 
the upper End of the Adytum : At a Medium tis 8 Feet or 
4 Cubits and 4 Palms. From the Ruins of thoſe left, we 
. may well ſuppoſe chat the Firſt next the Entrance and loweſt 
were 4 Cubits high; and the moſt advanced Height behind 
the Altar might be 5 Cubits, and perhaps more. Theſe 
Stones are in Form ſomewhat like an Egyptian Obeliſk, 
tapering a little upwards. They are of a much harder Kind 
than the reſt, as are the Stones in the leſſer Circle already de- 
ſcribed; ſo that what is wanting in Bulk is compenſated in 
Solidity. Of theſe there are only 6 remaining upright. The 
Stumps of two are left on the South Side by the Altar. 
One lyes behind the Altar, dug up, or thrown down by 


the Fall of the Upright there. One or two were thrown 
down probably by the Fall of the Upright of the firſt Tili- 
thon on the Right Hand ; and a Stump of Another remains 
by the Upright there, ſtill ſtanding. 

The Altar is a blue coarſe and firm Marble, as deſigned 
do reſiſt Fire; placed a little above the Focus of the Upper 
End of the Ellipſis: 4 F ect broad, 16 long, and 20 Inches 


thick: 


| (48) | 
chick: leaving round it Room ſufficient for the Miniſtration 
of the Prieſts. | | 
2 The whole Number of Stones, of which this moſt 
ſuperb Temple was compoſed, is as follows, vigz. 


No of Stones 


Uprights of the great Circle . 30 
Impoſts forming the Corniſh of Do 0 
The Inner Circle 40 
The Outer Oval's Uprights IO 
Impoſts of Do 0 5 
The Inner Oval N 29 
The Altar 01 


0D 


within the Vallum, their Uſe uncertain 
A large Table-Stone for preparing the Victims, lying? , 
.. juſt within the Entrance of the Area 
The Cram leche, or Bowing-Stone, leaning without 01 
There ſeems to have been another by the Vallum, We > 
rectly oppoſite to the Entrance | 


There are, beſides theſe, two ſmall Stones Mg 6 


In all 140 


I have obſerved already, that the Avenue of the Temple 
runs in a Line North-eaſtward from the grand Entrance. 
It is incloſed all the Way by two parallel! Ditches ; the 
Earth and Turf of which was thrown inward, and the 
Avenue by that Means raiſed above the common Level of 
the Plain. The Breadth of it from Ditch to Ditch is 40 


Cubits. 
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Cubits. From the Entrance of the Area to the Valley be- 
neath, is juſt 1000 Cubits. Thence it divides into two 
Branches; the Right-hand Branch winding till it ſhoots ' 
directly Eaſt, towards an ancient Ford of the River, called 
Radjin Ford. The Left-hand Branch goes off with a fi- 
milar Sweep at firſt, but does not preſently throw itſelf into 
a direct Line, as the other; but continues curving to the 
Left along the Bottom of the Hill, till it loſes itſelf in the 
Curſus or Hippodrome. 

This Courſe or Hippodrome is alſo incloſed between two 
Ditches, 200 Cubits aſunder ; the Earth of which was alſo 
thrown inward and the Turf raiſed. It is two Engliſh Miles 
or 6000 Cubits in Length, and has two oppoſite Gaps. or 
Entrances. It lies directly North from Stonehenge, at the 

Diſtance of about Half a Mile, and is drawn due Eaſt and 
Weſt, a ſmall Variation excepted. The Weſt End of it, 
towards which are many conſiderable Barrows, is curved 


1 Having already deſcribed the moſt conſiderable Barrow that we have; 
I ſhall here ſay ſomewhat of theſe Works in general, which are ſpread 
over the Downs in ſuch Numbers. They are of four Sorts ; but all of them 
Sepulchral Tumuli or ſingle Burying-Places : generally raiſed upon Eminencies 
within Sight of the Temple; the Bodies incloſed being depoſited North 
and South. But in ſome are found only Urns filled with Bones; in others 
burnt Bones without any Sign of an Urn. Moſt of them are ſurrounded 
with Ditches, ſome of which are 60, ſome 100 Cubits in Diameter. 
They may be thus diſtinguiſhed ; I. Circular Trenches with a ſmall Tump. 
or Elevation in the Centre are ſuppoſed to be Druidical Barrows, II. Plain 
round ones, which are very common in England, may be Roman, Saxon, 
Daniſh, or Britiſh. III. Such as are of a fine-turned elegant, and Bell-like 
Form, with Trenches round them, are Royal Sepulchres. IV. Large ob- 


T 


into an Arch, for the Conveniency of turning the contend- 
ing Chariots, Its Eaſtern Termination is ſhut up with a 
long Bank or huge Mole of Earth, where the Judges of the 
| Race are ſuppoſed to have fat ; and whence they had a diſ- 
tinct View of all that was tranſicted within the op of 
this magnificent Courſe. 

All the conſiderable Parts of theſe great Works vary 
about 5 or 6 Degrees from their true reſpective Points in the 
Heavens: which, I think, is Proof additional that the 
Founders were acquainted with the Uſe of the Magnetic 


long Barrows, with or without Trenches, are thoſe of Arch - Druid. In 
ſeveral of theſe have been found the Celts wherewith the Miſſetae was cut. 

The firſt Letter in the Word Celt ſhould be ſounded hard. The Inſtru- 
ment I conceive to have been ſo named from the Hebrew or Phomician 
do talat, recepit, retinuit, collegit; being that with which this divine 
Medicine was gathered, 

The Miſletoe was gathered by the Druids with much Ceremony and a 
ſtated Form of Prayer, with the Offering of Sacrifice, as we learn from 
Pliny, Hift. Nat. xvi. c. 44. It was thought to promote Fertility and 
the Cure of moſt Diſorders ; and has been recommended of late Years as a 
Specific in Epiteptic and Convulſive Caſes, upon whatever Tree it grows. But. 
the Druids had particular Reafons for preferring that of the Oak. It may _ 
be propagated by cutting a Slit in the Bark of a Tree and flicking in a 
Seed; or by ſqueezing the Seed from the Berry and ticking it on the Out- 
ſide of the Branch, where its natural Viſcidity will ſecure it. Tho? it 
continue alive upon T reps” in Summer, yet it does not begin to flouriſh'and- 
appear in Vigor till the Sap of the Tree be fallen, and the Leaves dropt. 
Its Berries are full ripe about, the End of December, and the more rigorous 
the Seaſon, the more flouriſhing the Mifetve. The Method of uſing it, 
with an Account of ſome wonderful Cures performed by it, may be ſeen in 
a Diſſertation concerning Miſletoe by Sir John Colbatch in 1 73% See alſo 


Bojle s Uſefulneſs of Exper. Philoſ. Part ii. p. 174. 
. Compaths 
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Compaſs; and that the Needle then varied that Quantity 
from the true Meridian Line. | 
The Compilers of the Univerſal Hi ſtory fiſt that 
Stonehenge is not a Temple, but a Monument. The 
Reaſon given is, © Becauſe (ſay they) we have many con- 
« vineing Arguments that neither Celtes, nor Gauls and 
* Britons had any ſuch: Buildings, till long after the coming 
« of the Romans.” Yet the fame Authors commend 
Dr. Stukely's Obſervation as judicious, which ſays, that Choir 
Gaur, its antient Name, might properly be rendered the 
Great Church or Grand Choir. They allow alſo, that 
It anſwers: to the Notion of a Temple by Reaſon of its 
ce Sacredneſs, its Reſemblance to the ancient religious 
Groves, and the Sacrifices and other Rites performed 
c there. It anſwers to that of a ſepulchral Monument, on 
Account of its being appropriated to the grandeſt Funeral 
« Ceremonies, and its being the Centre or Kibla to all the 
adjacent Monuments round about; to that of an Amphi- 
« theatre, on Account of the Funeral Games and Shews ex- 
« hibited at it; and may alſo have ſerved for a convening 
de Place of the National Council,” Ge. i 
And indeed, that it anſwered all theſe Purpoſes, will 
appear evident to every conſidering Perſon. Poſſibly none 
of the ancient Inhabitants of theſe Iſlands might have Tem- 
ples, in the modern Acceptation of the Term, covered and 
regularly rncloſed. as afterwards. But wherever an Altar was 


= Vol, xix. p. 102. bid. © Ibid. p. 96. Ibid, p. 104. Note. 
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placed, public Sacrifices offered, and the Deity invoked, 
tho' there was Nothing elſe, or but a ſingle Pillar ſet up for 


a Kibla, there was properly a Patriarchal Temple. 

That the Barrows within Sight of it have Reſpect to 
Stonehenge ; that Sacrifices might be offered and religious 
Offices there performed and Sports exhibited at ſome Diſ- 
tance, at the Celebration of each great Funeral, is readily 


granted. Vet ſurely all this does not oppoſe, but rather 


confirm, the Notion of its having been a Temple. Reli-. 
giouſly diſpoſed Perſons are generally deſirous of being inter- 


red near the Places of religious Worſhip ; which is an Ex- 
preſſion of their Aſſent to that Worſhip, and of their Confi- 


dence in the Object of it. But what Reſpect to Stonebenge 
have the 4 Barrows thrown up about Warminſter at the 


Diſtance of 15 or 20 Miles? And what Thoſe which are i 
far on the other Side the River by Everly and Collinbourne, 


and even in the Valley about T ottenham, at a 'contidetable: | 
Diſtance from the Plain itſelf? 
To the Meeting of Great Aſſemblies, e on u Reli 


ous or Civil Accounts, the Place ſeems peculiarly adapted; 


for which Purpoſe, I believe the World does not afford a | 
nobler Spot. Its Situation is upon a Hill, in the Midſt of 


an extended Plain 100 Miles in Circuit: in the Centre of 


the Southern Part of the Kingdom : covered with number- 
leſs Herds and Flocks of Sheep, in which Reſpect the Em- 
ployment and the Plains themſelves are Patriarchal : where 


4 This is the Original Hebrew Word YYY N Be the thrown-up | 
Pit of Comminution, or Conſumption, or Lamentation. i 
the 
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Mi Air is perfectly ſalubrious and exhilarating, and the 


5 yielding Turf fine as the Surface of a Bowling-Green. 


From almoſt every adjoining Eminence the Proſpect is open 
into Hampſhire, Dorſetſhire, Somerſetſhire, and takes in all 
the lofty Hills between Marlborough and Sandy-Lane, ſuſtain- 
ing the long Range of Wandſdyke and the Mother-Church of 
Abiry. 

In ſuch a conſecrated Place in the Terrier of the Car- 
nutes, the Centre of all Gaul, at a certain Seaſon of the Year, 
the Druids of that Country were wont to meet: Where 
and by whom all Controverſies were ſettled, and whoſe. 
Judgments and Deciſions were readily obeyed. Their Diſ- 
cipline they fetched from Britain, whither Thoſe, who 
were willing to learn it, ſtill went for Inſtruction. 

This leads me naturally to enquire into the Meaning of its: 
antient Denomination, Choir Gaur ; out of which the trifling 
Monks formed their Chorea Gigantum. Dr. Stukely judges 
(as is mentioned above) that it imports as much as the Great 
Church or Grand Choir ; but has given us no other Founda- 
tion for his Opinion than the general Deſign of ſuch Works. 
That learned Antiquarian, however, happy in all his Con- 
jectures, has not erred. from the Mark in this reſpect. It 


Cæſar. Comment, lib. vi. The Word Drew, or Druid, I would de- 
rive not from Agbs, the Oak; for the Order was prior to the Word; but 
from the Hebrew N Drevr, ſignifying (according to Marius de Calaſhio) 
_ Liberty, or an [Immunity and Exemption from all ſecular Employment. and Ser- 
uice; agreeably to what Cæſar ſays of them; Druides a bello abeſle conſue-. 
verunt; neque tributa una cum reliquis pendunt; militiz vacationem, 
omniumque rerum habent immunitatem. Comm. lib. vi. 
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does indeed include chat Idea, and bot only that, but the 
Nation of every otber Purpoſe for which we have now ima- 
gined it intended. V2 Choir in the Hebrew. Tongue is the 
Concha marina, or Round Double Sea-Shell, which very ex- 
actly comprehends the Idea of Circle within Circle, and is 
thence uſed to ſignify any lofty Pile of Building raiſed in that 
Form; * Sugge/ius aliguis faſtigiatus inſtar Conche excdificatus. 
n Gaur is a Gathering together of the People, Collectio, Con- 
gregatio. So that the proper Signification of MXV2-Choir- 
Gaur is the Circular Haigh Place of the Aſſembly or ee. 
tion. 

The vulgar Opinion of its haviog been raiſed by ada 
Ambroſius (an Opinion entirely owing to the Similitude of 
Sound in the Name of the adjoining Town of Ambreſbury), = 
to the Memory of his Nobles maſſacred: on this Plain by + 
Hengift, is ſcarce worth confuting. Let it only be remem- 
bered once again, that. Ambres are anointed Stones; we ſhall 
not then be long at a Loſs for the Etymon of that Name: 
Nor wonder that the neighbouring Camp of Veſpaſian, and 
thence the Town itſelf, ſhould take its Name from theſe 


conſecrated Pillars, which compoſed the nobleſt Structure 


of the Kind within theſe Iſlands, or, it may be, in the Uni- 
verſe itſelf, that of Airy alone excepted. 

To procede. Huch as were the Az1rr worſhiped: in Bri- 
tain; ſuch alſo originally. were the CAaBIRI worſhiped in the 
Eaſt, ſo much ſpoken of and ſo little underſtood. And yet 
I think that a moderate Share of Attention in the learned 


Marius de Calaſbio ad hoc verbum. | | 
Writers, 
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Writers, who have treated of this skies, muſt have ail 
covered ſuch infallible Marks as could not have left them 
under the Embaraſſment which they complain of. But the 
great Misfortune is, that they have not endeavoured to fift 
the Grain from the Chaff, or to ſeparate the plain and ſimple 
Truths which they met with, of undoubted Antiquity, 
from thoſe Abuſes and Corruptions which the Degeneracy of 
later Times, -and the fabulous Diſpoſition of the Greeks, had 
introduced into the Article. But taking in the groſs the ſe- 
veral perplexed and contradictory Accounts delivered of it, 
have left Themſelves and their Readers in Confuſion. 
Bochart ſays, that the Cabiri were the Gods of the Phx- 
nicians, and obſerves juſtly that 25 Cabir ſignifies, both in 
the Hebrew and Arabic Tongues, Magnus vel Potens: 
So that W235 Cabiri in the Plural are Tyr GREAT or 
MrcnrTY ON ES. But if it be written with an N, it is not 
only of the ſame Import, but the very ſame Word with the 
"PAR Abiri abovementioned; the 2 prefixed being only an 
Adverb of Similitude. Hence others. call them Oe 
tue % dwarss, He that miniſtred in ſacred Things went 
by the Appellation of Kis, a manifeſt Corruption of the 
Hebrew {15 Cober, a Prigi or Interreſſor. 
They were * Three diſtin& Perſons: And in Them our. 
Author thinks that he has found Ceres, Proſerpine, and Pluto. 
From Euſebius. So Nn Cherubim is in like Manner, The 
Similitude of Tus MicnurTy Ones. * Varro, Tertullian, Orpheus, 
 irduveays. | 7 Heſychius, * Mnaſeas, lib. i. | 
1”. 4 | | The 


x e ) 
"The Abbe Pluche will have them to be Ofiris, Orus, and 
Jhss Others, Jupiter, Ceres, and Bacchus, | | 
But to theſe the Scholiaſt upon Apollonzus has added a 
F ourth, Kaſmilus or Kadmilus; the ſame (lays he, accord- 
ing to Dionyſodorus) is Hermes, or Mercury. Varro de- 
clares him only a Miniſter attendant on the Cabiri. And 
indeed this was no more than the Symbolical Figure of Ca- 
naan. He was called the Meſſenger or Interpreter of 
Heaven. Hence the Name of Hermes. By the Bag of 
Money in his Right Hand was intimated, the Gains of 
Merchandize. This Figure might properly be entitled, 
the Phœnician Arms. By the Wings, with which his 
Head and Feet were furniſhed, was ſhadowed the Shiping 
of that People; their extenſive Commerce and Navigation, 
by which they were enabled to plant this Religion in the 
remoteſt Parts. The Caduceus, f with which he was ſaid 


- to conduct the Spirits of the Deceaſed to Hades, pointed out 


the great Principles of the Soul's Immortality, a State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments after Death, and a Reſuſcitation 


* Hiſt. of the Heavens, Vol. i. p. 202. b Ex Mnaſea, l. i. | 
-< Caſmilus nominatur in Samothraces Myſteriis, Deus quidem adminiſter Diis 
.magnis, De Ling. Lat. lib. iv. * Bochart. Phaleg. I. i. c. 1, 2. 

” en & dem e⁰e,. 
f Virgaque levem coerces 


KS Aurea turbam. + 
* Tupias lætis animas reponis | 
Sedibus. HFonar. 
b Hic alias ſub triſtia Tartara mittit: LO 
Pat ſomnos adimitque. | VIRGIL. 


of 


be Caduceus of 


” 


- 


CANAAN or HERMEs. 


he the) © 
of the Body. It is deſcribed as producing three | Ladd 
tagetber, intimating a triple aw. in the Deity; 
"4 whence tis termed by Homer | 


PuCln . 
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the Golden, three-leafed Wand. This was more diſtinctly 
taught by the Emblems adorning the Hermetic Wand; for 
to the Extremity of it was annexed the Ball or CIRCLE. 
Two Serpents entwined the Rod: One of which might 
_ repreſent the Arts for which they were particularly famous, 
as their Muſic, Eloquence, - and Aſtronomical Learning. 
But One of them at leaſt was diſtinguiſhed as a SzrA>n, 
by the WIN s which were expanded over it. So that here 
again is the compleat Hieroglyphic of TE MicuTy ON ES. 
From this Doctrine his Name of Triſmegiſtus is deduced by 
Suidas. That of Mercury is a Compound of the Celtic 
Merc, Merchandiſe ; and Ur, a Man; which exactly ren- 
ders the Meaning of the Word * Cnaan or Canaan, a 
Merchant or Trader. | 
I need not add, that this Symbolical Figure (like many 
others which at firſt were innocent) became itſelf in Time 
the Object of idolatrous Worthip to moſt Nations. 
The ſame Symbols, viz. The Circle, Serpents, 1 
Expanded Wings, are likewiſe repreſented at the Top of the 
Bembin Table; a noble Preſent to the Univerſity of 2 


Hymn. in Mercurium. 
1 from 
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from Archbiſhop Laud, ſometime Chancellor of that moſk 
learned Body. 


Several Authors have confined the Appellation: of Cabiri 


| 8 to Jupiter, Minerva, and Juno. Nor is it at all improba- 


ble that theſe ſhould have been ſo called in Aﬀer-Ages; 
when the World in general had forſaken the Worſhip of 
the Creator for that of the Creature, and underſtood by 
theſe Terms thoſe Things which muſt indeed be allowed 
the moſt proper and fignificant * Emblems of the Divine 
. Perſonalities : The! Solar Fire being meant by Jupiter; by 
Minerva, darting from the Head of him, the Light thence 
ſpringing ; and by Juno, ® the Air, the natural Repreſenta- 
tive of the SAcRED- SpIRIT. Theſe are indeed the ſame 
with the Egyptian Ofiris, Orus, and Tj. = 
But in earlier Times it was judged an At of Irreverence | 
to pronounce their Names ; which was. the Caſe of the 
Tigayga hal with the Jews. They were therefore only 
ſpoken of by the General Denomination of Awoxgge, or 
Sprung from Jovs.: A Title afterwards conferred 0 
Caſtor and Pollux. 5 
It appears, from all that has been written of- Og that 
the Heathen knew Nothing of the Origin of this Worſhip ; 
which is a good | Argument for the very. high Antiquity. of it; 


* Sie 3 novere "Rep quos arduus ther 
| Occulit, & colitur pro Jove Forma Jovis. Ovin: 


Macrob. I. i, cap. 23. Plate in Phæd. Orpheus in Hymno ad Jorem.. 
* Votfius De es & Prog. Idol. 


We 


. 

We read of a Place in the Leſſer Aha, ſometime the Refi- 
dence of Mithridates, called * Cabira, I preſume, from 
the particular Worſhip of the Cabiri there eſtabliſhed. 
And Pauſanias ſays that the Pergamian Territory was dedi- 
cated to the Cabiri: And Steſimbrotus, quoted by ? Strabo, 
that they were called Cabiri, from Cabirus, a Hill in Phry- 
gia, where they were adored in a very ſolemn Manner. 
This latter Circumſtance is not to be doubted ; eſpecially 
when We conſider that Phryxus or Apher is ſaid to have 
planted Phrygia. But I ſhould judge it far more reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that the Hill was called Cabirus, or the Cabirian 
Mount, from the Divinity there worſhiped. _ 

As Infants were admitted to the Covenant, and thereby 
taken into the immediate Protection of Gop; ſo were 1 
Children initiated into theſe Myſteries, and thought by their 
Parents to be afterwards ſecure from Dangers of any Kind. 

Such as were permitted to partake of the Ceremonies 
were wont to aſſemble in a Wood or Grove, which was 
held ſacred and became a ganctuary. 

By the Initiation Men were believed to become more 
holy, juſt, and pure, and to be delivered from all impend- 
ing Hazards. Theſe Gods * were always preſent and never 
failed to aſſiſt their Votaries. The great Names of Anti- 
quity, among whom Hercules is particularly mentioned, 
proſpered by their Favour in all their Undertakings : And 


= Mithridatis Epiſt. ad Arſacem inter Fragm. Salluſtii, In Bueot, 
Lib. x. 3 Heſych, * Cicero. Diodor. Sic. lib, v. 


I 2 none 
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none ever duly performed their Ceremonies, without being 
amply rewarded for their Piety. _ 

As to what is ſaid of a Man- 8 being Serie in theſe 
Myſteries upon ſome extraordinary Occaſion ; I cannot find 
the Aſſertion to be well- grounded. Julius Firmicus inti- 
mates that the Cabiri were Three Brothers, one of whom 
was {lain by the other Two and then deified ; and ſpeaks of 
the 7. heſſalonians his Worſhipers, as holding up their bloody 
Hands to the once bleeding ; which may refer either to their 
Hands being embrued in the Blood of the ordinary Victims, 
or to. the warlike Diſpoſition of that conquering People. 
But, admitting the Charge, I conceive it to be rather a Con- 
firmation of what I now hint at, than otherwiſe : Since it 
mult have proceeded from an Aſſurance that ſuch a Sacri- 
fice was one Day or other to promote the Happineſs of 
Mankind. For we find that the Druids themſelves are 
faid actually in Proceſs of Time, from the ſame Perſuaſion, 
to have deviated into the ſame Error. Ceſar gives it as 
their Motive, and as an Opinion univerſally received amongſt 
them, quod, PRo VITA HOMINIS NISI VITA HoMINIS 
REDDATUR, NON POSSE ALITER DEORUM IMMORTALIUM. | 
NUMEN PLACARI, ARBITRANTUR. 

t De W prof. Relig. Dr. Scott remarks, that it was a Principle 
« generally received hy Men of all Nations and Religions (however it. 
e came to paſs, I know not) that for ſinful Men to appeaſe the incenſed 
4 Divinity, it was neceſſary, firſt, that ſome Life ſhould be {ſacrificed to 
« Him by Way of Satisfaction for their Sins, and that the Nebler it was 
«© the more propitious it rendered him.“ *Tis plain, that it muft have 


been an Original Tradition, and of divine Extraction. % Czf. Comment. 
lib. vi. cap. 15. _ 
It 


| te) 

II is admitted, then, that Corruptions might in Length of 
Time creep into the Worſhip of the Druids; (for what 
Worſhip have they nat invaded ?) which without ſuch Cor- 
ruptions had continued, what it was originally, the true Pa- 

triarchal Religion. But we ſhould not haſtily believe All 
that is laid to their Charge by their profeſſed Adyerſaries, 
A Multitude of ridiculous Vanities have been ſpoken of, as 
profeſſed and practiſed by them in common with other Na- 
tions, more than they were really guilty of, or acquainted 
with, as the Worſhip of Jupiter Taranis; the Payment of 
Divine Honors to the Oak, as the Repreſentative of Ju- 
piter ; the Belief of the Pythagorean Metempſychaſis, &c. 

I would willingly aſk, How did the Relators learn theſe 
Diſcoveries? The Druids committed Nothing to Writing. 
Their Myſteries were kept profoundly ſecret. And how 
likely for the moſt obſerving Infidel to be miſtaken in the 
little which he ſeemed to ſee, I need not fay. Be it, that 

a fundamental Principle carefully inculcated and univerſally 
received, ſuch as that juſt quoted from Ceſar, could not be 
kept private: Yet how eaſy was it for a Roman to miſtake 
the imputed for the real Sacrifice of a Man ? How natural 
for a Stranger, and one wholly unacquainted with Revela- 
tion, to make wrong Deductions from ſuch a Principle, and 
to conclude that, becauſe they were convinced that the Deity 
would not be appeaſed without the Sacrifice of a Man, 
therefore they themſelves, in order to appeaſe him, offered, 
not beſtial, but, human Sacrifices. This I verily believe to 

have been the Caſe, For We find the Primitive Chri/- 
» $60) il bl e tians 
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tians in the fame Manner, and from the ſame and no other ö 
Grounds, moſt confidently and generally charged with the 
Offering of human Sacrifices likewiſe : Of which none can 
be ignorant who has looked into the antient Apologies. 
Now the Romans themſelves did, upon Emergencies, im- 
molate human Victims by Pairs: But Cicero repreſents the 
Druids as utter Enemies to the Gods of the Nations, and 
obſtinately bent againſt all Religion but their own, Hence 
they are confidently averred to have been © Either the 
* Only Divines, or the Only . who were ignorant of 
true Divinity.” | 

In their Worſhip They were equally averſe to incloſed 
Temples and the Uſe of Images. The Name of Jupiter 
they would never admit of, and tolerated only that of u 
or Jove. Yet true it is, that tho' Maſters of much more 
Philoſophy than We are, They did not, like us, fo far re- 


gard natural Cauſes as to diſregard the fir; but did acknow- 


ledge Him * who vifiteth with Thunder and with Earthquake | 
and great Noiſe, with Storm and Tempeſt and the Flame of 
devouring Fire. They did then“, as all thinking Perſons 
ever did, adore the Glorious Gop that maketh y Ram, 
the Thunder ; and hence might the Heathen gather the 
* Pro M. Fonteio. - | 
? Solis naſſe Deos, et cœli numina vobis, 
Aut ſolis neſcire datum w— Lucan. 


* Cohibere parietibus Deos, atque in ullam humani oris ſpeciem aſſimilare, 
nefas exiſtimant. Tacitus de Mor. Germ. Iſaiah xxix. 6. Job xxxvii. 


EY 4 257 3» 4% 5: 


b Ccelo tonantem credidimus Jovem ys EL 
Regnare. Ho Ar. lib, iii, Ode 5. 
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| Notion of Their adoring Fupiter Taram, which in the 
Celtic Tongue alſo is ſaid to fignify Thunderer. True, that 
they invoked the SUPREME by the Name Mxas mm Jeno- 
van TsEBAoOTH, the Lord of Hoſts or Gop of Armies + 
And hence their ſuppoſed Reſpect for Mars. True, that the 
Oak was eſteemed as an Emblem of that ſolemn Covenant 
in which their Hopes of Happineſs were placed, and that, 
under it, Divine Honors were paid to Jexovan, the Puri 
fer and Mediator. And hence the eaſy Miſtake of Maxi- 
mus Yyrienſis. 

But it does not appear to be true that they admitted the 
Doctrine of the Metempſychaſis. The. Soul's Immortality 
and a future State of Happineſs or Miſery they did believe; 
but of any Thing further They are well acquitted by One 
whom, being of a Celtic Nation himſelf, we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe better acquainted with their Tenets, and more diſpo- 
ſed to ſpeak. indifferently, than any of the Roman Hiſtorians. 
Neither indeed did the * Pythagoreans themſelves, or Plato 
nifts, hold the Tranſmigration with Regard to Any but the 
Wicked and Impure: For they believed the Souls of the 
Virtuous to be e tranſlated to a State of . 


neſs. k 
The Refalt of f Mr. Borlaſe's Examination of this Point 


| is, that © the Pythagorean Metempſychaſis does not appear to 


e Serm, xxxviii- Mela De Sit. Orb. I. iii, * Epicharm, apud Grot.. 
Clem. Alex. Strom. 5. * Antiquities of Cornwall, p. 99. I dare promiſe 
the inquiſitive Reader great Pleaſure in his Peruſal of the ingenious Work 
now quoted. For (tho' I cannot allow that Mr, Borlaſe has done the 

ancient Druids all that Juſtice which v was due to them, having aſcribed to 


have 
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have been any general fundamental Principle among the 
Druid; for indeed by the Traces of the ancient Doctrines 
e which ſtill remain (faint as they are, yet perceptible) among 
< the Northern Nations, it is evident that inſtead of the 
10 Tranſmigration of the Soul into another Body, to live 

<« again upon Earth; ſome held two States of the departed 
«- Souls entirely inconſiſtent with that Opinion; one State was 
« before the general Conflagration of the World (which 
. they called the Crepuſeulum Deorum ;) the other State was 
te in a new and more pleaſant World, lately emerged from 
<« the Sea and riſen out of the Flames of the firſt : In this 
' <.ſecond State the Good were to enjoy all n the Bad 
< to ſuffer continual Puniſhment,” 

Lucan, tho he could not diveſt himſelf of the 9 | 
Peckndines conceived againſt this wiſe People, has yet taken 
ſome Pains to make himſelf acquainted with their Tenets, 
which he has laid down with great Perſpicuity and Sincerity. 
From Him it appears to have been a Drwidical Doctrine, that 
s Death is but an intermediate Point between the preſent 
< and eternal Life.” And to this Principle, as well as to 
the Profeſſors of it, tho' he did not believe it himſelf, 
the Poet has paid ® the genteeleſt Compliment. When 
this People without Diſtinction thoſe Corruptions, which, if ee were 


but the Growth of later Times) yet muſt it be confeſſed that he has execu- 


ted his general Undertaking with very n Judgment and great Learn- 


long (canitis ſi cognita) vitæ 
Mors ed eſt. ** 


4 Certè populi, quos deſpicit Arctos, | 
Felices errore ſuo, quos, ille timorum 


a 


therefore 
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therefore he ſays that, according to the Druid, the 
5 Spirit, or Shade, does not go to the ſilent Seats of Ercbus 


ce and the * Realms of Dis; but 


* the ſame Soul 
In th other World reactuates the Limbs; : 


* 


The Reader will perceive from what has been advanced, 


that this can only be underſtood of a proper Reunion with 
the Body ; which will by and by evince itſelf to have been a 
leading Patriarchal Principle. 5 
That which crowns our Knowledge of their Religion, 
and muſt effectually ſilence moſt of the ill- grounded Impu- 
tations caſt upon them, is the illuſtrious Teſtimony of 
Origen ', that by them the Bri7ons were inſtructed in the 
fundamental Doctrine of THe UniTyY or Tut GopuEgaD. 
Thus aſſured of their religious Principles, we have the 
leſs Reaſon to doubt that their Morality was equally Patri- 
archal, For this, in how great Eſteei. id Reverence they 
were held, it were ſuperfluous to ſay. * All Controverſies, 
public and private, were by them determined, whether of 


2 criminal or civil Nature; and Rewards and Puniſhments . 


Maximus, haud urget leti metus : inde ruendi 
In ferrum mens prona viris, animæque capaces 
Mortis; & ignavum redituræ parcere vitæ. 
2. + . vobis auctoribus, umbræ 

Non tacitas Erebi ſedes, Ditiſque profundi | 
Pallida regna petunt: * Regitidem ſpiritus artus 
Orbe alio: Pa 

| In Ezekiel. c. IV, * Cæſar. Comment. I. vi. | a | 

> - K accordingly 
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8 diſtributed. To them the » Manks. Men aſcribe- 
the excellent Laws, by which their Iſland has been always 
governed. And they are on all hands repreſented to have 
been * moſt exquiſitely ſkilled in the Knowledge of all divine 
and human Laws. | 

Before I cloſe tho Argument, 1 have only this to add; 
that, wWhence or of what kind ſoever Corruptions might 
ariſe, there are many Reaſons which induee me to believe 
what Cæſar intimates plainly enough, that the Druids of 
the Britiſb Iſlands maintained their Religion in its Purity 
much longer than thoſe upon the Continent. However 
that be, quickly after the Promulgation of Chriftianity, 
the very Name was loſt. They had All of them "retained 
fo much of the Original Doctrine as inclined them to diſtin- 
| guiſh their Errors, and enabled them to ſee the great Confor- 
mity which there was between their ancient Tenets and the | 
Precepts of the Goſpel, which they univerſally entertained :- 
So'at length exchanging their ExpeRttionsof Him who" was: 
to make the Atonement for the Belief of Firhs by Whom they: 
bad nom received it. 
To fum' up therefore the Argument: What this original 
Doctrine was, has been in great Part already ſeen, and 
appears evidently,ur thoſe moſt ancient of all Writings ex- 
tant, the Book of ot the pac of My Jſes ; ; who a 


F 


| They believed the Deity obe Wan and omnipheſent, and- 
* Carte's Hiſtory of England, Vol. i. p. Wh -*Lel, De Script. Brit. pe 5. 


Us Sched, p. 292. | 
$ | chought, 
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thought it ridiculous to imagine v that He, whom "Rk 
Heaven of Heavens cannot contain, ſhould. be circumſcribed 
-within the narrow Limits of a Roof. They therefore wor- 

-ſhiped him in open Temples and conſecrated Groves . 
To fit them for the due Performance of his Worſhip, they 
s judged Repentance and * Purification to be neceſſary Duties. 


For this Worſhip they obſerved One Day in Seven as pe- 1 


5 ſanctified and made holy by the great Creator. 

For the perpetual Eſtabliſhment and Support of it, They 
were wont to dedicate the Tenth of all their Subſtance. 

The Chiefs of their reſpective Families were their Prieſts 
and Princes *; yet all acknowledged One e in the 
Sacred Office. 

For the Puniſhment of great Delinquents and to enforce 
Obedience to their Precepts, They were armed with the 
Terrors of an Ex communication“; by which Offenders 


P This Sentiment is very elegantly expreſſed by Minutius Felix; Templum 
quod Ei extruam, cum totus hic Mundus, ejus opere fabricatus, eum capere non UL 
poſfit ? Et cum Homo latins maneam, intra unam ædiculam vim tantæ Majeſe 
tatis includam. | 


'4 So Tags the Druids, 
— Nemora alta remotis 


| Incolitis lucis. — 
For this Purpoſe ſeveral Baſons em to has been hollowed on the T9 
of the remaining Impoſts at Stonehenge, which are formed with Lips for the 
more convenient Deſcent of the Water into Veſſels underneath. - On this 
Article ſee Fob ix. 30. and Borlaſe's Antiquities, p. 235. 4 
See Gen. iv. 3, & ſeq. and the LXX on this Paſſage. 
Gen. xiv. 18. Cæſ. Comment. lib, vi. c. 13. 
Si quis aut privatus aut publicus, Druidum decreto nan fteterit ; ſacriffelis 
enterdicunt, Hes pena apud eos oft graviſſima. Quibus ita ęſt interdictum, 


82 | were 


* 
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3 i ; ERS. Wee interdiied the Sacrifices and publick Worſhip: the 

7 ' moſt grievous of all Puniſhments ; the Interdicted being 
_ | held in the Number of the Impious and Accurſed, avoided 
= . Fe by all as a Contagion, denied every Honor, and made inca- 
5 pable of ſuing for any Right. A Diſcipline very early intro-- 
duced into the Church of Gov, at the Time when » Cain 


3 declared his Puniſhment greater than he could bear, being 
= driven from * the Faces of Gov, a Fugitive and a V. agabond 
= - | on the Earth ! 


11 numero impiorum ac ſceleratorum habentur, iis omnes decedunt, aditum 
e E u defugiunt, ne quid ex contagione. incommadi accipiant : neque 
iis petentibus jus redditur, neque honos ullus communicatur. Cæſ. Comm: 


ibidem. | 
»Gen. h. 16. ry 2091 Alpen! Jcbevab, a facie Domini, 
hoc eſt, a loco qui eft coram Domino. Mar. de Calaſhio. As the Places of 
eſtabliſhed-Worſhip are more particularly ſaid to be, and as the Place of 
Worſhip then more particularly was, before the Preſence of Gop exhibited 
in the Cherubim to the Eaſtward of Paradiſe. Thus Luther explains it of 
the Viſible Church, He underſtands by it “ thoſe Things by which Gop 
«« manifeſts his Preſence to us. So the Faces of the Lord: inthe Old Teſta- 
5 . « ment were the Pillar, Fire, Cloud, Mercy-Seat ; in the New Teſtament, 
| « Baptiſm, Supper of the Lord, Miniſtry of the Word, and the like. By 
* theſe God ſhews us, as by a viſible Sign, that he is with us, that he 
ce takes Care of us, that he has a Regard for us. From that Place there- 
« fore, in which Gop has declared himſelf preſent, where Adam ſat as 
4 High Prieſt, as Lord of the Earth, thence did Cain go out, and came 
4 into another Place where there was no Preſence of Gop, no viſible 
„Sign, which he could comfort himſelf with, that Gop was preſent with 
c and regarded him.” Enar. in J. c. Gen. f. 89. So Mr. Hutchinſon, 
Vol. vii. p. 421. „ The Name of the Church which was before the Flood is, 
& the Faces of JEHovan. What is ſaid that Cain went out fromthe Face 
« of the Lord when baniſhed, is to be underſtood of the Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 


5 ſure of the Key that binds, by which _ impenitent Fratricide was ſhut 
They 
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They w were well acquainted with the Fall of Man and * 
Means of his Reſtoration to Divine Grace and Favor. 
They were comforted with the Knowledge of the sAcRED 
ConFEDERATORs for their Creation, Redemption, and 
Sanctification. They knew that ? Gop, willing more abun- 
dantly to ſhew unto them the Immutability of his Counſel, had 
confirmed it by an Oath ; that by two immutable Things, in 
which it was impoſſible for Gop to. lye, they might' have a 
trong Conſolation, who fled for Refuge, to lay bold upon the 


Hope ſet. before them; which Hope they had as an Anchor of | 


the Soul both ſure and ſtedfuſt. 

Their Worſhip therefore conſiſted in offering Suerifice 
to, and calling upon, the Divinity, in the Name of HIN 
who taketh away the Sins of the World. They were ſatisfied 
that Gon would accept of that vicarious. or deputed Sacri- 
fice, till the Day came that ſhould ſeal their Redemption with 
the Blood of Tye AnoinTeED. Which Day the faithful 
Abraham rejoiced to ſee, and he ſaw it, and was glad. 

And of Him ſprang there, even of Him as good as dead, 


ſo many as the Stars of the Sky in Multitude, and as the Sand 


which is by the Sea-ſhore innumerable. Theſe All died in 


Faith, not having received the Promiſes, but having ſeen 


them afar off, and were perſuaded of them and embraced them, 
« out of the Congregation of the Faithful. The Faces of Gan in the 


. Scripture Phraſe is the Church, in which Gop manifeſts Himſelf, - his 


<< Being and his Will, by the Word and Sacrifices, as Sacraments, When 


« Cain therefore was commanded to go out from that Preſence, he was ex-- 


4 communicated the Antediluvian Church.” 
7 Heb, vi. 17, 18. John viii. 56. Heb. xii. 22. 
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and emfeſed that 0 were Strangers and Pilgrims ape 
r 
Nor were they 3 a "a Refarredion of this Body 
and a final Judgment. Dying, they accounted that Gon 
vas able to raiſe them up even from the Dead. They were 
ſatisfied that THE ANGEL which redeemed them from all Evil 
was THE © Living God, and were well aſſured that Them- 
ſelves at the latter Day ſhould © riſe erect above the Duſt, 
and be * again ſurrounded with this carnal Clothing, and 
ſhould fee HIM in their Fleſh, and with the fame Eyes behold 
him 5. They kept therefore“ looking up unto IEsus the 
Author and Finiſher of our common Faith; * believing, that, 
through the Grace of our Lord Jesus CurIsT, they ſhould be 
ſaved, even as We. | 


b Heb. xi. 19. Gen. xlviii. 16. Job. xix. 25, 26, 27. The 
learned Reader, by a cloſe Attention to the Letter of the Original, will 
perceive that I have given the exact Meaning of this celebrated Paſſage, 
which is juſtified by the Verſions of the LXX and St. Hieron. 

© Vulg. Jurrecturus ſum. _f.LXX ava5yoy [48 70 Ain 70 avavTaey 
radra. Vulg. Et rurſum circumdabor pelle med hac. 

5 Amongſt other Powers attributed to the Wand f Cadmilus or Hermes, 
that of ſealing and diſſolving Sleep is one; which Iam apt to think, was 
not in the fir Place, tho the Greets afterwards ſo applied it, underſtood 
of ordinary Sleep and Expergiſcence, but of that, of which the other are 
but Images, (tho very ſpeaking ones it muſt be confeſſed) the Sleep of 
Death and N the Bands of it. 


Ty T &voeav 0 opal Nixe, 


2 Haw, Ts d avre ; vavwolas Lee. Hom. Od, xxiv. 3, 4- 
Dat ſomnos adimitque. Ven. 
® Heb. xi. 2. AQ xv. 11. 


They 


(6 

They believed that Puniſhment was the * inevitable Con- 
ſequence of Sin; and as they had marked the old Way 
_ which wicked Men had trodden, which were cut down out of 
Time, whoſe Foundation was over flown with a Flood; fo knew 
they that at the laſt * be Remnant of them the Fire ſhould 
conſume; that when Gop would judge the World, » Fire 
ſhould be kindled in bis Anger, that ſhould burn unto the loweſt 
Hell, and conſume the Earth with ber Encreaſe, and ſet on 
Fre the Foundations of the Mountains. On the Propitiation 
therefore, revealed thus early, and in the Fulneſs of Time 
to be completed, it behoved them to have their Attention 
continually fixt. On this Condition, to their offered Sacri- 
fices was imputed the Blood of the Everlaſting: Covenant; 
and through this ſweet Savour was the Incenſe of their 
Prayers to become grateful to the offended Majeſty of 
Heaven. It appears that other Rules and Directions were, 
at the ſame time, given to them, according to the Tenor of 
which they were to form their Behaviour, in order to their 
future Salvation and temporal Good; as well as what parti- 
eularly related to their Oblations and the Victims repre- 
ſenting the great Atonement. Amongſt theſe, the Part 


k Fob viii, 8, See Peters on this Paſſage, p. 454. Jeb xxii. 15, & ſeq, 
'w Ibid. v. 20. Deut. xxxii. 22. From the Profeſſors of this Religion 
the Tradition of a future general Conflagration deſcended to the Heathen 
World; +2 $ 
| Etſſe quoque in fatis reminiſcitur, Affore tempus, - 
Quo mare, quo tellus, correptaque regia cœli 
Ardeat, et mundi moles operoſa laboret. | Ovid. 
© Gen. viii. 20. | 47 Fayrofene 4: 
X towards 
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fawards which, and the Object which, they were to wor- 
ſhip, were eminently pointed out. For it viſibly appeared 
animating the CHERUBIM on the Eaſt of Paradiſe: for a 
long time after, it may be even to the Flood; and in the next 
Place was deſcribed and aſcertained in the Form and Figure 
of their ſacred Structures. The calling of a particular 
Family afterwards preſerved this true Worſhip, continued the 
Expectation of the promiſed Bleſſing, and preciſely deter- 
mined the Time, Place, Parentage, and miraculous Birth of 
the intended Inſtrument. The Law, given by the Media- 
tion of Moſes, was indeed incumbered with a mighty 
Weight of Ceremonies ; yet they were ſuch as the Temper 
and Circumſtances of that People made neceſſary; and all of 
them ſuch as had reſpect to the ſame great Work of our 
Redemption. But when this Law too began to be con- 
temned, and the Traditions of Men were had in more Eſti- 
mation, than Rules eſtabliſhed on the Sanction of Divine 
Authority : Then, .in the Time and Manner foretold, was 
the ALMIGHTY pleaſed to ſend into the World HIM, who 
was the Brightneſs of bis- Glory and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon, to take our Nature upon him; who, being him- 
ſelf the End of it, ſtripped the Law of its Incumbrances 
by fulfilling it; broke.down the middle Wall of Partition, 
and reſtored it fite and unreſtrained to all Mankind; who 
by his Death has reconciled the World unto Himſelf, not 
imputing their 'Treſpaſſes unto them; who, tho' he has 
indeed aboliſhed the Original ſanguinary Victims, becauſe 
they were completed and ſhut up in the Sacrifice of Him- 


ell, 


*f 73 . 
felf, has yet ſubſtituted an unbloody and commemorativs 
Sacrifice in their ſtead, anſwering the ſame great End until 
be come. Who, by the Purity of his Doctrine, enforced 


by Miracles and his own unerring Example, ſo refined and ; 
improved our Reaſon, as to-make fooliſh the Wiſdom of” this 


#orld, and filence all the Schemes of enterprizing Maraliſts, 

This Faith then continued One, admitting of no Change 
in Subſtance, and was only confirmed and completed in 
the Advent of the Son or Gop, and ſwallowed up, like 


Death, in Victory. A Religion, which has its Beginning, 


its Continuance, and its End, in CurisT; like Springs 


which take their Origin from the Sea, and again flow on till | 


they are abſorbed, and loſt in the ſame great Ocean. 

If theſe Things be ſo: Whither tend the Cavils of ' thoſe 
mighty Pretenders to Reaſoning, Freedom of Thought, 
Philoſophy and Science, wrongly fo named, which infers 


the Falſhood of Eternal Truth, and would: continue to /ove 


Darkneſs rather than Light, 1 mn Deeds are evil? 
Whither, but to the irrecoverable I Deſtruction of the vain 
and ſelf-deluded Sinner? 

For how ſhall the offending Naturaliſt avert the Juſtice 
of his injured Gop, or atone for thoſe Tranſgreſſions to 
which his conſcious Weakneſs and daily Folly will ſubject 
him? And how profuſely bounteous is the Wiſdom of that 


Providence, who hath been pleaſed to. make the Imperfec- 


tion of Man's Repentance perfect tothe Remiſſion of Sins, 
in the Name and through the Merits of Him who bought us, 

and by that ineſtimable Parchaſe hath ſatisfied his Juſtice 
| ET E and 


3 
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. 45 
and enfüred his Clemeney, ordaining Means whereby, he 
might have Mercy ä > 
Here, While an Inundation of Infidelity 18 r in 

upon us the Mind of Man, well ordered, will be able to 
* velit che Torrent, ſecufe in its ancient Barrier; in that De- 
= fence which reaſonable Souls can judge alone ſufficient for 
their Safety and Salvation. Let only he God of this World 
be ſevered from our Hearts; let Prejudice be laid aſide, and 
the vicious Man put off his Vices; let us but examine the 
Merits of this Cauſe with the ſame Impartiality that we 
judge, or ought to judge, between Man and Man ; the Con- 
troverſy then ſhall ſoon be ended, and the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, ariſing with Healing in his Wings, diſpel thoſe 
falſe Lights and glimmering Exhalations raiſed from the 
Vapor of a diſtempered Imagination for the Rude and Igno- 
rant to gaze at and admire; to withdraw the Pilgrim from 
his Road to Bliſs, and indulge his Paſſions in the vain Pur- 
ſuit of unſubſtantial Pleaſures. | 

For when the Strength of Grilianity and hs Ds of 

undefiled Religion hath been once aſſiduouſly enquired into 
and impartially ſurveyed, tis utterly impoſſible that the 
diligent Inveſtigator of Truth ſhould be miſtaken in his 
Way to Happineſs, The Diſintereſted of all Nations have 
become Proſelytes to this Faith. Nothing, but the God of 
this World; nothing, but the Paſſions and Prejudices, of 
Mankind, hath been at any Time able to hide or conceal the 
Evidences which Gop hath from the Beginning given of 
Tamfrlls c or to caſt a Veil upon that Religion, that invariable 
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Rule, which muſt otherwiſe at all Times have @ 
with all the Charms of Perſuaſion and 


IR WE 


Excellence of ſhort Conviction. 
To Him, whoſe Omniſcience ordained ity who. 


fully gave and ſealed it; who hath ſtill diſpoſed'the Hearts 
of the Diligent and Well- meaning to embrace it; I T 
Persons IN ONE DIvIxIr ; be aſcribed all Honor ane 
Glory, and Might and Dominion, as it Was Ix THE Be» 
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GINNING, is Now, and EveR ſhall be World without 


End. AMEN. 
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